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We Need Your Help to Expose the Deep State! 
Alex Newman does a masterful job of exposing major forces within and 
behind the Deep State in just a handful of articles. Help educate others so 
they can see today’s machinations of the Deep State that threatens to derail 
not only President Trump’s agenda, but the foundations of our Republic. 
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DO YOU WANT TO 


INFLUENCE 
THEIR FUTURE? 


You’re not one to leave that responsibility to someone else. 
You're a leader. As a constitutionalist, you want an effective 

way to roll back the tide of socialism and restore American 
liberty. And you want to do so without wasting your time trying to 
reinvent the wheel. 


Climb Into Our Vehicle and Turn the Key 

Your time is limited. You need a program that will maximize your 
efforts. With six decades of proven leadership experience and 
our NEW Volunteer Leaders Accelerated Performance Series, The 
John Birch Society has the turnkey program you need to grow 
your influence and secure the future. 


Follow our comprehensive 10-point game plan and you'll obtain: 

e The power of national concerted action 

e Trustworthy and professional material to educate yourself and others 

e Mentoring and training to quickly build your local organization 

e Up-to-date news and action alerts to save you time and money and 
make you more effective and influential 


The Proof Is in the Reaction 
You'll see firsthand that JBS is the 
most effective and most organized 
opposition that the enemies of 
freedom have ever come up 
against. They have attacked JBS 
more than any other organization 
because they know it is their most 
effective opposition. 
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e Personal membership card, 
The John Birch Society Agenda 
(our 10-point game plan), and a 
JBS wall calendar with discount 
codes for ShopJBS.org. 

e Membership in either a home 
chapter or local chapter, a 
print subscription to 24 issues 
per year of THE NEw AMERICAN 
magazine, and 12 issues per 
year of the JBS Bulletin. 

e Access to the members-only 
JBS.org Activist Toolbox, 
audio, video, eBooks, Bulletins, 
magazines, and congressional 
scorecards. 
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ACT TODAY TO GET STARTED! 
Visit JBS.org or call 800-JBS-USA1 (800-527-8721) to contact 
your local coordinator, learn more, and apply for membership. 
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HEALTHCARE 

The Opioid Epidemic: What’s the Solution? 

by Rebecca Terrell — The opioid crisis — blamed on doctors 
overprescribing medications — is a result of the failed War on Drugs 
and government intervention in healthcare. We give the solutions. 
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POLITICS 


Victims of the Federal Leviathan 

by Joe Wolverton II, J.D. — A group is pushing President Trump 
not only to stop federal prosecution of innocent people who stand 
in the way of bureaucrats, but to pardon those who have already 
been jailed. 


CULTURE 


Don’t Abort Down’s Babies 

by Lisa Shaw — Abortion activists are actively trying to wipe out 
kids born with Down syndrome, arguing that the burden is not fair 
to either the child or the parents — eugenics again. 
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HERETIC 


DARWIN to DESIGN 


BOOK REVIEW 
Falling From the Faith 


by James Heiser — A much-cited research scientist relates his 
experiences after finding abundant evidence that his religion — 
atheistic evolution — doesn’t explain the origins of life. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

The Mystery of Chappaquiddick 

by Steve Byas — The late U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy drove 

off a bridge, and a girl in his car died. Though he was never held 
accountable, the facts say that Kennedy clout let a guilty man go free. 
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James Comey, Deep-state Operative 
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Legacy of Lies 

After reading “Roe v. Wade: Legacy of 
Lies” in the January 22 edition of TNA, I 
thought about what lies have done to influ- 
ence humanity throughout history. 

Although lying is widespread, the main- 
stream media are currently the most com- 
mon prevaricators. 

It is likely that there has never been a time 
when the media has been completely reli- 
able. Even Mark Twain, when referring to 
the media of his time, noted, “If you don’t 
read the newspaper, you are uninformed. 
If you read the newspaper, you are misin- 
formed.” The degree to which the misinfor- 
mation has reached, however, has no paral- 
lel. It reeks of desperation. 

This is not the only indicator of despera- 
tion. Many times throughout history there 
have been examples of lies governments 
have told to control the thoughts of their 
people. 

A historically recent example took place 
in the 1930s when Germany was struggling. 
The National Socialist Party sought to gain 
control. It was initially unsuccessful, but it 
took advantage of an interesting phenom- 
enon: If you tell lies often enough and in as 
many varied manners as possible, eventual- 
ly they will be taken as truth. The Nazis did 
take control, and they brought on total big 
government control. Books were burned, 
national monuments were destroyed, and 
anything that was viewed as being out of 
line was banned. 

Everything had to be what we now 
view as being “politically correct.” The 
family unit was given second-class sta- 
tus, and activities outside the home were 
increased to decrease family influence. 
Schools were given specifics as to what 
would, and would not, be covered in the 
curriculum, molding young minds to the 
desired orientation. 

The style of government was designed 
to replace religion, and fervor that was 
previously directed toward God was now 
pointed to the government. The National 
Socialists’ control, we now know, ended 
in disaster. 

Throughout history that scenario has al- 
ways ended poorly, even when initially it 
appeared to be a positive endeavor. When 
things got bad in Germany, the media in- 
creased the level of lies to give the impres- 
sion that all was well. It seemed that the 
bigger the lie, the greater the acceptance 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


that it was true. That is what desperation 
does. The truth shall set you free. 

BoB LAGASSE 

Sent via e-mail 


A Constitutional Crisis 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions must ap- 
point a special counsel to investigate the 
malfeasance in office of Hillary Clinton 
and other high-ranking government offi- 
cials. Those of us who hold or held Top 
Secret (TS) security clearances know they 
broke the law. Transmission of TS infor- 
mation over unsecured servers is a nation- 
al security felony, regardless of motive. 

Hillary also arranged the very lucrative 
Uranium One deal whereby a Russian com- 
pany assumed control over 20 percent of 
U.S. uranium production. Grateful Cana- 
dian shareholders contributed $140 million 
to the American Clinton Foundation, and 
Russia doubled Bill Clinton’s speaking fee 
to $500,000. FBI field offices throughout 
the United States were investigating the 
Clintons until all aspects were transferred 
to FBI Headquarters, and officials there de- 
cided there was nothing to pursue. 

FBI higher-ups used the unverified 
Trump-Russia dossier to procure a se- 
cret FISA court warrant on Carter Page, 
allowing the FBI to listen to conversa- 
tions between Page and Trump campaign 
personnel. Previous attempts to obtain 
the warrant were denied for lack of evi- 
dence. The FBI knew the dossier was 
funded by the Hillary campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee. Using 
unverified documents to obtain secret 
FISA court warrants is a violation of law. 

Failure to prosecute Hillary and other 
high-ranking government officials makes 
a mockery of the rule of law. The promi- 
nence of some government bureaucrats 
should not allow them to disregard laws 
that would send the rest of us to prison. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions must 
appoint a special counsel, or resign. If he 
does neither, he should be fired. 

AL KUCHINKA 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TRACK 


Major Media Ignores Nationwide, Student-led Pro-life Walkout 


The major media fell over themselves to assure glowing coverage 
of supposedly student-led gun-control walkout rallies in the wake 
of the Parkland, Florida, school shooting, 
but when thousands of students across 
America staged a pro-life walkout April 
11 to protest the nation’s liberal abortion 
laws that have taken the lives of over 50 
million pre-born babies over the past 45 
years, reporters and major media com- 
mentators yawned and turned away. 

The pro-life walkout was in part a re- 
sponse to the punishment a high-school 
teacher in Rocklin, California (near Sacra- 
mento), experienced for questioning why 
her school district embraced a student gun- 
control walkout, but frowned on a similar 
student walkout protesting legalized abor- 
tion. The discipline Rocklin High School 
teacher Julianne Benzel received prompt- 2 ornare 
ed Rocklin High junior Brandon Gillespie 
to organize a school-wide pro-life protest, and that one school and 
40 or so student protesters grew to thousands of students in schools 
across the nation staging a peaceful, organized walkout to draw 
attention to the generations of babies who have been aborted since 
the Supreme Court’s infamous 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. 


insgered By Gun Safety Protests, Pro-Life Rocklin High Suudems Wak Out 


Regarding the Rocklin High School pro-life walkout, the Sac- 
ramento Bee reported April 11 that both Julianne Benzel and 
Brandon Gillespie said participants 
were not treated the same as those 
involved in the gun-control walk- 
out, “who were given tents to shel- 
ter them from the rain and a public 
address system. Teachers also were 
directed not to discipline students 
who participated in the March 
14 protest, Benzel said. She said 
similar directives were not given to 
teachers about Tuesday’s protest.” 

Students for Life of America 
(SLA) President Kristan Hawkins 
noted that the supposedly student- 
led gun-control walkouts were 
largely orchestrated by politicized 
outside groups that naturally attract- 
ed like-minded media outlets. As for 
the truly student-led pro-life event, the major media, almost unan- 
imously supportive of Planned Parenthood’s murderous agenda, 
“will pretend it didn’t happen,” said Hawkins. “They will hope, by 
their actions, to hide the reality that people care about lives lost to 
abortion just as they care about lives lost to gun violence.” 


The Average American Worked 109 Days to Pay All of His Taxes 


While Americans focused on paying their income taxes by April 
17, a report from the Tax Foundation released April 11 likely gave 
them little comfort. The average American worker had to work 
until April 19 — 109 days — to pay all of his taxes: federal, state, 
local, and municipal. That’s just three days fewer than last year, 
thanks to Trump’s tax-reform law. Put another way, the total tax 
bill of $5.2 trillion soaks up more than a quarter of the economy’s 
total gross annual output. 

The foundation counts every conceivable tax to come up with 
its conclusion: individual income taxes (44 days), payroll taxes 
(26 days), sales and excise taxes (15 days), corporate income 
taxes (seven days), and property taxes (11 days). The balance 
comes from estate and inheritance taxes, customs, duties, and 
other taxes. 

The Tax Foundation also added how long it would take the 
average American taxpayer to pay for the money the federal gov- 
ernment borrowed this year. After all, those borrowings, says the 
foundation, are simply taxes that haven’t been paid yet. With the 
federal deficit pushing a trillion dollars a year, this calculation 
extends Tax Freedom Day from April 19 out to May 6 (17 days 
later). 

Averages, of course, are deceiving. For instance, New York 
residents “celebrate” their Tax Freedom Day on May 14, the lat- 
est of any state. Other states’ rankings reflect their relative tax 
laws. For instance, Illinois residents’ Tax Freedom Day comes on 


April 29, while Connecticut and New Jersey residents enjoy start- 
ing to work for themselves after May 4. Residents of Louisiana 
join Alaskans with the lowest annual tax burden in 2018: Their 
Tax Freedom Day arrived on April 4. They were followed by 
taxpayers in Tennessee, Oklahoma, and Alabama, who enjoyed 
the opportunity to start working for themselves after April 5. 

Those taxpayers will likely be astonished to learn when Tax 
Freedom Day occurred when the federal government funded it- 
self adequately without income taxes: In 1900, Americans en- 
joyed Tax Freedom Day on January 22. 
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Summit of the Americas Inks “Commitment” to Globalism, UN Agenda 


With U.S. President Donald Trump and Venezuelan dictator 
Nicolas Maduro missing, government leaders at the Summit of 
the Americas in Lima, Peru, signed a “commitment” on April 
14 promising to keep advancing the cause of globalism and the 
United Nations Agenda 2030 across the region. The implications 
for freedom and self-government are troubling. 

The summit, which takes place every three years, was organ- 
ized by the Organization of American States (OAS), a sort of wan- 
nabe European Union for the Western Hemisphere. And while the 
confab received plenty of press coverage, virtually nobody in the 
establishment media focused on the 
important elements — or the threat 
to liberty and national sovereignty. 

The final declaration, officially 
dubbed the “Lima Commitment: 
Democratic Governance Against 
Corruption,” could have easily been 
written by the Communist Chinese 
Party, or any one of its totalitarian- 
minded allies in Latin America. 
Under the guise of fighting “corrup- 
tion,” the inter-American agreement 
calls for governments to implement 
the UN’s agenda, collaborate on in- 
doctrinating children, crack down 


on legal tax avoidance, share information on citizens with each 
other, and much more. 

Citing Syria and other “developments,” President Trump be- 
came the first U.S. president not to attend the Summit of the 
Americas. It was widely viewed as a snub that would make 
“progress” on globalism more difficult. Unfortunately for those 
who supported the agenda he articulated on the campaign trail, 
however, the president sent Vice President Mike Pence. 

The Trump administration has already applied to host the next 
Summit of the Americas in the United States. When consider- 
ing the Trump administration’s at- 
tacks on Syria, the publicly touted 
effort to have the U.S. government 
rejoin TPP, the “modernization” of 
NAFTA, the appointment of global- 
ists and neocons such as CFR mem- 
ber John Bolton to key positions, and 
Pence’s full-throated endorsement of 
the Lima Commitment, it seems that 
Trump’s “America First” agenda 
that so endeared him to voters is in 
danger of being put aside. Ameri- 
cans must redouble their efforts to 
preserve freedom and self-govern- 
ment, or risk losing both. 


London Mayor Calls for “Knife Control’ to Combat Crime, Murder 


Despite a near-total ban on guns within its borders, London con- 
tinues to suffer from violence and crime, with its murder rate 
recently shooting past that of New York City. Thus, with Lon- 
don’s thugs and assorted criminals using knives and other sharp 
objects as their trade tool of choice, it is only natural that the 
city’s mayor, Sadiq Khan, would move to disarm anyone — law- 
abiding or not — carrying a knife. 

Khan announced April 8 that he is deploying several hundred 
London police officers in an effort to put a stop to a nasty spate 
of stabbings across the city. “What you will see over the course 
of the next few weeks and months ... is stop and search based 
on suspicion of carrying an offensive weapon going up,” he told 
London’s media, with “more arrests as a consequence of this 
intelligence-led stop-and-search going up and hopefully our city 
becoming safer.” 

Because 31 of London’s 2018 murders have been stabbings, 
Khan is convinced that taking knives away from everyone is the 
ticket to a safer London, despite the fact that knives are already 
severely restricted across the United Kingdom. U.K. law makes 
it illegal to sell knives to individuals under 18, and everyone 
else is prohibited from carrying one “without good reason” — 
except for Boy Scout-style pocket knives with blades under 
three inches. 

Warning all U.K. residents of the crackdown, Kahn recently 
tweeted: “No excuses: there is never a reason to carry a knife. 


Anyone who does will be caught, and they will feel the full force 
of the law.” 

Commenting on the culture of violence that seems to be over- 
taking London, as it has other major cities, the National Rifle 
Association pointed out in an April 6 editorial: “With all of the 
talk of further restrictions, harsher enforcement strategies, and 
additional funding to combat crime in the already heavily regu- 
lated and surveilled London, few appear willing to acknowledge 
that there might just be a limit to the government’s ability to 
control human behavior.” 
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EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


Anti-immigration Viktor Orban Reelected in Hungary 


ungarian Prime Minis- 
H ter Viktor Orban won 

reelection to a third 
consecutive term on April 8. Or- 
ban’s Fidesz party won 133 of 
the national assembly’s 199 seats 
in the election, putting the party 
in a strong position to achieve a 
two-thirds supermajority in the 
legislature. A party that holds a 
supermajority in Hungary’s na- 
tional assembly is able to modi- 
fy major laws and the country’s 
constitution. 

An April 8 Associated Press 
report about Orban’s victory 
noted, “Orban has campaigned 
heavily on his unyielding anti- 
migration policies. He claims 


that the opposition is collabo- oA 
f 


rating with the United Nations, wore N 
the European Union and wealthy Ks 


philanthropist George Soros to 
turn Hungary into an ‘immigrant country,’ threatening its secu- 
rity and Christian identity.” 

“We want to call out what’s ailing this continent,” Orban told 
Hungary’s Christian-conservative Echo TV after claiming vic- 
tory: “We don’t want to go against Europe and the EU, we want 
Europe and the EU to be strong and successful. But before that 
we need to be honest about what’s hurting us.” 

Orban is known for being an outspoken champion of his na- 
tion’s sovereignty and has criticized efforts by European Union 
leaders to impose immigration quotas on member nations. 

The Hungarian leader’s strong stands on securing his nation’s 
borders and limiting the admission of refugees from Middle 
Eastern countries have caused some observers to compare him 
to Donald Trump. This comparison was noted by the Washington 
Post in a September 5, 2015 article headlined, “Hungary’s prime 
minister becomes Europe’s Donald Trump.” The Post article 
observed, in part: “Hungary’s maverick Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban is emerging as the straight-talking voice of right-wing Eu- 
rope, vowing to block a wave of desperate refugees from seeking 
sanctuary in the region. Continuing a string of blunt statements of 
a sort rarely heard from heads of state on this side of the Atlantic, 
he warned [on September 4, 2015] that Europeans now stand to 
become ‘a minority in our own continent’ if the floodgates are 
not immediately closed. Trump dreams of building a wall to keep 
migrants out. But Orban, 52, has actually done it — erecting 109 
miles of razor wire to stop them.” 

When he spoke to reporters after a meeting of the “Visegrad 
Four” group of central European leaders in Warsaw back on July 
21, 2016, Orban declared that there is a clear link between illegal 
migration to Europe and terrorist attacks in European nations. 
“Tt is clear as two and two makes four, it is plain as day. There 
is an obvious connection,” Orban said through an interpreter. “If 
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somebody denies this connection then, in fact, this person harms 
the safety of European citizens.” 

As THE NEW AMERICAN observed in an article in Septem- 
ber 2015, Orban has repeatedly criticized efforts by European 
Union leaders to impose immigration quotas on member nations 
before the continent’s borders are made secure. He told Hungar- 
ian diplomats in Budapest on September 7, 2015: “As long as 
we can’t defend Europe’s outer borders, it is not worth talking 
about how many people we can take in.... The quota system 
wants to treat the effects before it treats the causes of immigra- 
tion. The main reason for this is because [the EU] cannot control 
its outer borders.” 

Bloomberg News on April 8 quoted political analyst Tamas 
Boros of the Policy Solutions think tank in Budapest as saying: 
“Orban won this election on his anti-immigrant campaign, and 
populist parties across Europe will likely take notice of this win- 
ning formula. The strong mandate will likely also give Orban 
ammunition for his fights within the EU.” 

The Bloomberg report observed that Orban’s warning that 
Muslim immigrants would “overrun” Europe was reflected by 
successful political gains made by like-minded parties across Eu- 
rope over the past year, including Austria’s Freedom Party and 
the League and the Five Star Movement in Italy. The European 
Parliament is set to vote later this year on whether it should strip 
Budapest of its EU voting rights because of its anti-immigrant 
policies, which the EU charges are undemocratic. 

However, Orban has repeatedly defended his position. “We 
want Hungary to remain a Hungarian country,” he has said. “We 
have a culture, which we call a Christian culture. This is how we 
live our lives. This is our world, our culture, our lifestyle. These 
are our life principles. We want to defend these and we don’t want 
others to change them.” Hl 
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Trade War With China Was Lost Years Ago 

“We are not in a trade war with China; that war was lost many years 
ago by the foolish or incompetent people who represented the U.S. 
Now we have a trade deficit of $500 billion a year with Intellectual 
Property Theft of another $300 billion. We cannot let this continue.” 
Insisting that the United States is already the loser when trade with 
China is the issue, President Donald Trump said he would take ac- 
tion to alter the situation. 


Chinese Official Insists Catholics Must Submit 

“T think there is no religion in human society that is above the state.” 
Any hope of Chinese Catholic clergy openly maintaining their ties 
with the Vatican was dashed by Chen Zongrong, a senior govern- 
ment official based in Beijing. 


AP Images 


Budget Office Chief Wants Action to Ease U.S. Indebtedness 
“The longer you wait [to deal with debt], the more draconian the 
measures have to be to fix the problem.” 

Already past $21 trillion and rising steadily, the national debt fright- 
ens Keith Hall, the director of the Congressional Budget Office. 


Ryan’s Retirement Won’t Affect GOP’s 2018 Election Chances 
“TNo one] will win or lose an election based on whether Paul Ryan is 
the Speaker. But all [candidates and incumbents] will have to really 
learn how to run a real race.” 

Veteran congressman Peter King (R-N. Y.) disputes the claims of pun- 
dits who insist that the speaker’s retirement will likely lead to the 
GOP losing its majority in the House. 
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Polar Bear Numbers Not Declining 

“This [opposition] paper is a smack-talk response to my pointing out 
that polar bear numbers did not plummet as predicted when mid-century-like sea ice conditions arrived 
unexpectedly in 2007. The paper is not only devoid of science, it lacks the professional decorum that 
other science journals demand.” 

Referring to an article appearing in the journal BioScience that sharply disagreed with her claims about 
polar bears, Dr. Susan Crockford, a professor at Victoria University in British Columbia, did not back 
away from her assertion that polar bears are doing quite well in their traditional habitat. 


Republican National Committee Responds to James Comey 
“THe is a] disgraced former official and a consummate Washington insider who knows how to work 
the media to protect his flanks. [He was] strongly criticized by 

members of both parties for his history of bizarre decisions, con- wT 
tradictory statements, and acting against Department of Justice 
and FBI protocol.” 

After publication of James Comey s A Higher Loyalty, the Repub- 
lican National Committee issued talking points that rendered a 
negative opinion of Comey while defending President Trump. 


Harvard Law School Professor Defends Trump 

“{The Mueller Investigation is] a legal colonoscopy. The Presi- 

dent has the right to seek the firing of anybody in the executive 

branch. But I would think that it would be a mistaken political 

decision to fire anybody.” 

Famed legal authority Alan Dershowitz has rightly been cat- 

egorized as a leftist. But he has customarily been a defender of 

civil liberties. 1 Alan 
— CompILED BY JoHN F. McManus [igen 
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The opioid crisis — blamed on doctors overprescribing medications — is a result of the 
failed War on Drugs and government intervention in healthcare. We give the solutions. 


by Rebecca Terrell 


“J oreign enemies are smuggling 
deadly poison across the border, 
killing record numbers of civil- 

ians. Instead of confronting the invaders, 
government and media demonize the na- 


10 


tion’s physicians, blaming them for the 
catastrophic rise in death rate, while gag- 
ging a lone medical doctor who devised 
a brilliant yet inexpensive antidote to 
the poison. Sounds like the premise of a 
Hollywood suspense-drama, doesn’t it? 
Unfortunately, it is a factual summary of 


the current opioid epidemic crushing our 
country in its death grip. 

Deaths from opioids have more than 
quadrupled in less than two decades. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion (CDC) reports that nationwide, more 
than 42,000 of nearly 64,000 drug-over- 
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dose deaths in 2016 involved opioids. Late 
last year President Donald Trump declared 
it a public health emergency, and drug 
overdoses have become the leading cause 
of death for Americans under age 50. 

How did this catastrophe happen? “It 
began in the late 1990s, when doctors and 
health care providers started facing pres- 
sure to treat chronic pain more aggres- 
sively,” declared The Hill in March. The 
Hill also blamed pharmaceutical compa- 
nies for “marketing these drugs to medical 
providers as not addictive or harmful.” 

Major media dutifully tout this popular 
party line, trumpeted by the President’s 
Commission on Combating Drug Addiction 
and the Opioid Crisis (CCDAOC). Chaired 
by former New Jersey Governor Chris 
Christie, CCDAOC published its findings 
last November, maintaining that the situa- 
tion “originated within the healthcare sys- 
tem” and blaming doctors for a “growing 
compulsion to detect and treat pain,” as 
if they have collectively contracted some 
strange new behavioral disorder. According 
to the commission, deceptive marketing by 
drug companies and the plaintive cries of 
pain-racked patients made doctors throw 
caution (and their professional licenses, 
years of medical training, and Hippocratic 
oaths) to the wind and prescribe dangerous 
opioids helter skelter. 

Doctors and drug companies make easy 
scapegoats. Never mind that the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration requires 
all manufacturers to include a black box 
warning — the strongest measure short of 
banning a drug — about substantial life- 
threatening risks of overdose and sub- 
stance abuse on opioid packaging. And 
let’s ignore the fact that addiction epidem- 
ics have been around since the U.S. Civil 
War, when the Union Army “issued nearly 
10 million opium pills to its soldiers, plus 
2.8 million ounces of opium powders and 
tinctures,” sending an estimated 400,000 
addicts home after the war, as recounted in 
January’s Smithsonian Magazine. There 
is cruel irony in the fact that in 1924 the 
federal government outlawed heroin, mar- 
keted for medical use by Bayer since the 
1890s, thereby encouraging pharmaceuti- 
cal companies to develop exponentially 
more potent — yet legal — alternatives. 

CCDAOC also overlooks the blatantly 
destructive role Medicaid and Obama- 
Care are playing. Medicaid patients pay 
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Deaths from opioids have more than quadrupled 

in less than two decades. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that nationwide, 
more than 42,000 of nearly 64,000 drug Overdose 
deaths in 2016 involved opioids. 


pennies on the dollar — sometimes noth- 
ing at all — for opioids that cost hun- 
dreds for patients with private insurance 
or thousands on the black market. “Stud- 
ies show that Medicaid patients misuse 
opiates at a significantly higher level 
than those with private insurance, and 
are at a much higher risk of dying” — 
predictable results quoted by THE NEw 
AMERICAN contributor Michael Tennant 
from a January report issued by the U.S. 
Senate Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee. “Medic- 
aid recipients are 10 times more likely 
to suffer from addiction and substance 
abuse than the general population.” The 
committee also found that ObamaCare’s 
expansion of Medicaid to cover more 
than one-fifth of all Americans has only 
exacerbated the problem. Drug overdose 
deaths, opioid-related hospital stays, 
and taxpayer-funded treatment for opi- 
oid abuse have skyrocketed in states with 


i 


2wseom 


Medicaid expansion as compared to their 
non-expansion neighbors. 

Perhaps it is easier for CCDAOC to 
stereotype doctors as drug dealers in 
white coats running pill mills. The data 
certainly sound damning. CDC declares 
that “40% of all opioid overdose deaths 
involve a prescription opioid.” Note that 
more people die using i//egal drugs. More- 
over, CDC does not know how many of 
its incriminating “40 percent” also include 
illicit substances or misuse of prescription 
meds. A National Center for Health Statis- 
tics Data Brief in December explains that 
drug overdoses are tough to categorize 
because death reports make no distinction 
between pharmaceutical and illegal forms. 
“In many deaths, multiple drugs are pres- 
ent, and it is difficult to identify which 
drug or drugs caused the death.” 

CDC admits that the problem is driven 
by illicit drug use. On its Opioid Data 
Analysis web page, the agency concludes, 


Opioid overdose: Most opioid-related deaths do not involve drug-naive patients who accidentally 
become addicted during treatment, but rather people with histories of multiple-drug substance 
abuse. The proper use of legal opioids rarely causes addiction. 
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Drug overdose deaths, opioid-related hospital stays, 
and taxpayer-funded treatment for opioid abuse have 
skyrocketed in states with Medicaid expansion as 
compared to their non-expansion neighbors. 


“Tt is presumed that a large portion of the 
increase in deaths is due to illegally-made 
fentanyl [a powerful synthetic narcotic] 
and not prescription opioids.” Research- 
ers with the CDC’s Division of Uninten- 
tional Injury Prevention wrote an Ameri- 
can Journal of Public Health editorial 
in March, stating that since their agency 
includes all synthetic opioid deaths in esti- 
mates of prescription-related mortality, its 
data are likely significantly inflated. 

But everyone knows that prescription 
meds are “gateway drugs” — right? Don’t 
most heroin users say that’s what started 
them on the road to addiction? Not so, ac- 
cording to the federal government’s annual 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
which consistently reports that three out 
of four cases of opioid misuse start with a 
person taking drugs they bought illegally 
or medication that was actually prescribed 
for a friend or family member. Scientific 
American reported last May that 90 per- 
cent of all addictions begin in teen and 


young adult years — not a demographic 
indicative of patients being treated for 
severe or chronic pain. It quoted a Uni- 
versity of Michigan study that found that 
recreational drug use, “not medical treat- 
ment with opioids, is by far the greatest 
risk factor for opioid addiction,” and a 
Journal of the American Medical Associa- 
tion analysis that found that 87 percent of 
nearly 136,000 emergency-room patients 
treated for opioid overdose in 2010 had 
no chronic pain condition. Furthermore, a 
2010 Cochran study reported that less than 
one percent of patients taking prescribed 
opioids for chronic pain actually devel- 
oped addiction during treatment. 

Reason magazine listed similar research 
results in February. Only one person died 
from opioid-related overdose in a 2015 
study that followed 550 pain patients treat- 
ed with narcotics for up to 13 years. Among 
2.2 million North Carolina residents who 
took prescription opioids in 2010, 478 nar- 
cotic-related fatalities occurred, amounting 


The real culprit: The U.S. DEA says that a dose as small as two milligrams of fentanyl — pictured 
here in white — is enough to kill a person. CDC admits illegal fentanyl drives the opioid epidemic. 
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to a rate of 0.022 percent. And only eight 
percent of opioid-related fatalities in Mas- 
sachusetts involved a prescription drug, ac- 
cording to a 2016 study. 

On the flip side, multi-drug users with 
histories of substance abuse run a much 
higher risk. In a 2012 study in Utah, 61 per- 
cent of narcotic-overdose deaths involved 
illegal drugs, while 80 percent involved 
substance abuse — including alcohol and 
illegal as well as prescription opioids. 

Regardless, doctors increasingly face 
criminal and civil charges for patient over- 
dose. “The number of doctors penalized 
by the US Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration has grown more than fivefold in 
recent years,” reported CNN. The agency 
took action against 479 doctors in 2016, 
up from 88 in 2011. Do the numbers make 
sense? In a nation of more than 740,000 
physicians and surgeons, could 0.06 per- 
cent of them — or even double or triple 
that number — cause the opioid crisis we 
are witnessing? 


War on Doctors 

“Throughout the United States, physi- 
cians are being threatened, impoverished, 
delicensed, and imprisoned for prescrib- 
ing in good faith with the intention of 
relieving pain,” said Jane Orient, M.D., 
executive director of the Association 
of American Physicians and Surgeons 
(AAPS), calling the targeting of doctors 
a “national disgrace.” Dr. Orient made 
these comments in 2004 while defending 
an Arizona physician indicted on charges 
related to legal prescription of pain meds. 
Now, more than a decade later, the witch 
hunt continues. Despite increasingly 
strict regulations and legal prosecutions, 
doctors are still falling victim to the 
failed War on Drugs, and “patients who 
urgently need pain relief are being left in 
agony,” Orient wrote last October in an 
editorial for THE NEw AMERICAN. 

Take the case of Dr. James Graves, sen- 
tenced in 2002 at age 55 to 63 years in 
prison — effectively a life sentence — for 
manslaughter in the cases of four patients 
who died from OxyContin overdose. In 
the Winter 2017 AAPS Journal of Ameri- 
can Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Law- 
rence Huntoon quoted Dr. Graves’ son ap- 
pealing to the Florida Office of Executive 
Clemency for commutation of his father’s 
sentence. He explained that when Graves 
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Prisoner of war: Dr. Punyamurtula Kishore, one of many victims of the 50-year failed War on 
Drugs, lost his medical license and record-breaking addiction treatment practice for the “crime” 
of ordering too many drug screenings. 


realized several of his patients were ac- 
tually drug addicts faking symptoms to 
obtain prescriptions, he discharged them 
and appealed to the state attorney general 
to investigate other suspicious cases. The 
deaths were caused by patients using their 
prescribed medicines against Graves’ ex- 
plicit instructions, combining them with 
alcohol or other drugs, or crushing and 
injecting them intravenously. Yet Graves 
has been denied the possibility of a new 
trial and is still incarcerated. 

Huntoon brings up a disturbing point 
that courts are kinder to terrorists. He 
cites the “Lackawanna Six” from Buffalo, 
New York, imprisoned in 2003 for provid- 


ing material support to al-Qaeda. All six 
were freed after serving 10 years or fewer. 
“How does this compare with the situation 
of physicians sentenced to life in prison 
for wrongful behavior of their patients?” 
Huntoon asks. 

“Physicians have been tried and given 
longer prison sentences than convicted mur- 
derers; many have lost their practices, their 
licenses to practice medicine, their homes, 
their savings and everything they own.” So 
says Ronald Libby in his book The Crimi- 
nalization of Medicine: America’s War on 
Doctors. “Some have even committed sui- 
cide rather than face the public humiliation 
of being treated as criminals.” 


Libby details cases of secret FBI wire- 
tapping, commando-style armed inva- 
sion of doctors’ homes and offices at odd 
hours, and agents posing as patients with 
made-up complaints, fake IDs, and phony 
insurance cards. Often on the advice of 
their attorneys, doctors plea-bargain a 
single felony to avoid the humiliation and 
staggering legal costs of a trial, “which 
they would probably lose” anyway. 

Dr. Punyamurtula Kishore lost more 
than that, even though he practiced non- 
narcotic addiction treatment, and no one 
died. He had to surrender his medical li- 
cense and U.S. passport, serve jail time, 
waive all rights to appeal, and pay $9.3 
million in restitution. Orient summed up 
his “alleged crime: ordering too many 
urine tests.” This Indian-born doctor with 
a master’s degree from the Harvard School 
of Public Health, who has served on the 
faculty of Harvard and the University of 
Massachusetts, founded a practice in that 
state that quickly grew to 52 offices. He 
pioneered a successful sobriety-centric, 
non-narcotic approach to addiction treat- 
ment that combines inexpensive home de- 
toxification and treatment custom-tailored 
to patients’ specific needs, with a focus on 
maintaining dignity and learning long- 
term coping skills to remain sober. More 
than 250,000 patients benefited from 
Kishore’s practice, which at its height em- 
ployed 29 doctors and 370 staff members. 
Most importantly, his success rates expo- 


HOW DUES ADDICTION HAPPEN ? 


by Rebecca Terrell 


ddiction amounts to more than abuse. When a drug acts on 
A the central nervous system (CNS), it creates a chemical im- 
balance. Our bodies naturally try to restore equilibrium. But 
if we become accustomed to the presence of this foreign substance, 
a new normal develops. The person becomes tolerant (i.e., it takes 
more of the drug to achieve the desired effect) and then physically 
dependent (i.e., CNS changes become semi-permanent or perma- 
nent). Once the body operates normally only in the presence of the 
addictive substance, sudden drug reduction or withdrawal can cause 
severe illness or even death. 
Risk of addiction depends on a variety of factors: type of drug 
and the length of time used, dosage amount, route of administration, 
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underlying medical conditions, family history, and other biological 
and environmental factors. Addiction varies from person to person. 

Depending on the severity of addiction, opioid withdrawal symp- 
toms can occur within a few hours after the most recent dose and 
may last weeks. They include insomnia, sweats, racing heart, high 
blood pressure, fever, painful muscle cramps, nausea and vomiting, 
anxiety, depression, agitation, and cravings. Withdrawal can be so 
traumatic that victims attempt suicide. Since opioids affect respira- 
tion, heart rate, blood pressure, and body temperature, withdrawal 
can be life-threatening — especially if medically unassisted. There- 
fore, while a craving for opioids’ euphoric effects may contribute to 
developing addiction, the desire to avoid withdrawal can become 
an even larger motivation to continue drug abuse and a devastating 
obstacle to recovery. Hi 
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Everyone knows that prescription meds are “gateway 
drugs” — right? Don’t most heroin users say that’s 
what Started them on the road to addiction? Not so, 
according to the federal government’s annual National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health. 


nentially outstripped standard medication- 
assisted treatment models. “After a year 
of the conventional treatments, only 1% 
to 5% of patients have not relapsed, while 
37% to 50% of Dr. Kishore’s patients have 
not relapsed after the same period of time,” 
wrote Martin Selbrede, vice-president of 
the Chalcedon Foundation, a non-profit 
Christian think tank. Among other notable 
achievements, Kishore received the Bos- 
ton Celtics’ “Hero Among Us” award in 
2004 for his work in addiction treatment, 
and in 2010 the American Society of Ad- 
diction Medicine elected him a fellow. A 
short time later, he was jailed. 

In a media-pandering nighttime armed 
invasion of Kishore’s home, the Massa- 
chusetts attorney general had him arrested 
in 2011 on 16 felony charges of fraudulent 
Medicaid claims and kickbacks for urine 
drug screening. The agency leveled an ad- 
ditional 22 charges in 2013. A news release 
from the attorney general’s office accused 
him of “blatant theft of state funds,” and 
the state Board of Registration in Medi- 
cine claimed him to be “an immediate and 
serious threat to public health, safety and 
welfare,” though all the charges were fi- 
nancial in nature and there were no deaths, 
overdoses, or patient injuries involved. By 
2015, his finances drained, his practice de- 
stroyed, and his morale exhausted in end- 
less legal battles, he agreed to plead guilty 
to one felony: larceny over $250. He told 
THE NEW AMERICAN, “When I accepted the 
plea bargain, they immediately released me 
from prison,” though he had only served 
eight months of his 11-month sentence. 

Believing himself targeted for the suc- 
cess of his non-conventional model of 
treatment, Kishore points out that his for- 
mer practice was following federal safe 
harbor regulations and had consistently 
received favorable reviews from regula- 
tory agency audits. Regarding his non- 
conventional method of urine drug screen- 
ing, Kishore explains that his testing was 
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custom-tailored. A highly supervised pa- 
tient residing in an addiction treatment 
center might only require once-a-week 
screening, whereas an emancipated minor 
undergoing therapy in his home environ- 
ment where he is more likely to relapse 
may need a test every day or two. 
Kishore’s complete story will be told in 
an upcoming documentary called Hero in 
America. Funded by the Chalcedon Foun- 
dation, it tells “the nightmarish account 
of how the State of Massachusetts — in 
league with Big Pharma — systematically, 
and unjustly, persecuted a Christian physi- 
cian whose pioneering work in addiction 
recovery was achieving record results.” 


What’s Your Poison? 

Before investigating the true source of this 
deadly opioid epidemic, let’s understand 
the drugs involved. The term “opioid” can 
refer to various substances under three 
classifications: natural, semi-synthetic, 
and synthetic. Natural opioids include 
morphine, codeine, and heroin, all de- 
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rived from poppy seeds. Semi-synthetics 
include oxycodone and hydrocodone. Tra- 
madol and fentanyl are examples of fully 
synthetic opioids. 

Here’s how they work: Our brains con- 
tain areas called “receptors” that react to 
various chemicals, controlling every- 
thing from how we think and feel to how 
we breathe. Opioid receptors are “found 
in areas of the brain that control pain and 
emotions,” explains the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA). “When opioid 
drugs bind to these receptors, they can 
drive up dopamine levels in the brain’s 
reward areas, producing a state of eupho- 
ria and relaxation.” They are, therefore, 
effective pain killers, but users can be- 
come addicted. Additionally, the brain’s 
respiratory center contains opioid recep- 
tors; high opioid doses can slow breath- 
ing or stop it altogether. 

Many opioids are available by prescrip- 
tion. Many more claim huge demand in 
the black market. Fentanyl, the drug that 
killed pop star Prince, is up to 100 times 
more potent than morphine and as much as 
50 times more potent than heroin. In pre- 
scription form, it is often the only medi- 
cation that relieves advanced cancer pain 
or chronic back pain for patients who are 
more concerned with crippling agony than 
potential addiction risk. 

However, fentanyl is a popular product 
of clandestine laboratories. Being fully 
synthetic, it is easier and cheaper to pro- 
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Powerful plants: A Mexican farmer “milks” a poppy bulb, the source of natural opium paste, 
which drug cartels smuggle northward to feed the lucrative U.S. opioid black market. 
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duce than heroin, which depends on sea- 
sonal crops. Moreover, its exponential po- 
tency intensifies the high of other drugs, 
so dealers up their profits by “cutting” 
fentanyl into heroin, cocaine, and other 
substances. Mixed in a basement ware- 
house and sold on the street, these “recre- 
ational” combinations leave hapless users 
playing a deadly game of Russian roulette. 

Not that all addicts are unaware; many 
shop for it. “If there’s a dope out there 
that’s killing people, everybody wants it... 
That’s the killer dope. That’s the strongest 
out there.” Those are the words of an un- 
identified patient at the New Orleans Odys- 
sey House Detox Center to NPR reporter 
Eve Troeh in 2016, the year opioid deaths 
topped the murder rate in that city. 

On the street, fentanyl or fentanyl-laced 
drugs sport names such as Jackpot, Mur- 
der 8, China Girl, and China White, the 
last two names providing a clue to the 
source. Based on U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) and United Na- 
tions narcotics monitors, President Trump 
accuses China of being the main source, 
explaining that fentanyl is either shipped 
here directly or to Mexico and then smug- 
gled across the border. He emphasized the 
urgency of the situation to China’s Presi- 
dent Xi Jinping during his visit to Shang- 
hai late last year. 


Nation Under Siege 
“T would say 99% of what we are seeing 
on the street, bought and sold, is product 
from China, India, Mexico, or from sec- 
ond or third-hand distributors. It is not 
pharmaceutical grade, FDA approved 
fentanyl,” said Lisa McElhaney, president 
of the National Association of Drug Di- 
version Investigators, quoted by the Pain 
News Network. Addressing a recent semi- 
nar of pain-management providers, McEl- 
haney explained that the U.S. opioid black 
market is dominated by imported fentanyl, 
often designed as counterfeit pills made 
to look like oxycodone or the anti-anxiety 
drug Xanax. She emphasized how easy it 
is to make, “but it has such a heavy poten- 
cy and purity level that it is fatal,” while 
“the profit margin is phenomenal.” 
“Phenomenal” is an understatement. 
Last August, Mexican authorities seized 
more than 140 pounds of powdered fen- 
tanyl and nearly 30,000 fake tablets at a 
highway checkpoint near Yuma, Arizona, 
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on the U.S. border. The drugs were hid- 
den inside a tractor-trailer rig and had an 
estimated street value of $1.2 billion. Put 
in perspective, “the Defense Department 
said that in the previous 4% years, its total 
seizures of fentanyl had amounted to 106 
pounds and about 36,000 fentanyl pills,” 
reported CBS News. 

In October the Justice Department 
(DOJ) indicted two Chinese nationals 
acting as traffickers to individuals in the 
United States. Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein said that one of the de- 
fendants had operated chemical plants in 
China “capable of producing quantities of 
fentanyl and fentanyl analogues tons at 
a time.” Rosenstein expressed hope that 
the Chinese government would cooperate 
with DOJ. But in December, Yu Haibin, 
leader of the China National Narcotics 
Control Commission, denied fault, blam- 
ing the United States. He accused doctors 
of over-prescribing pain killers and im- 
pugned state governments for legalizing 
marijuana, claiming there is little proof 
that China is the source of epidemic-in- 
ducing fentanyl. 

However, Senators Rob Portman (R- 
Ohio) and Tom Carper (D-Del.) released 
a Senate committee report in January re- 
vealing that hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars’ worth of fentanyl is pouring into this 
county through international mail; the 
U.S. Postal Service is powerless to stop 
most of it. The study profiled six online 
vendors — five based in China, one in an 


Elephant sedative: Experts say that two milligrams of carfentanil can knock out a 2,000-pound 
elephant, yet street dealers are cutting the powerful opioid into heroin and other drugs, with 
deadly results. 


unknown location — who sent packages 
to U.S. buyers primarily through USPS. 
The profits are staggering. These custom- 
ers paid a total of $230,000 in 500 finan- 
cial transactions; the street value would be 
$766 million. But the costs are catastroph- 
ic. Seven people died of synthetic opioid 
overdose after receiving their purchases, 
and 18 have been arrested for drug-related 
offenses. Investigators believe another in- 
dividual was acting as a local distributor 
for one Chinese manufacturer. 

Why is USPS so vulnerable? Portman 
blames sheer volume and antiquated se- 
curity measures. Though the Postal Ser- 
vice set up an advanced electronic data 
pilot program at JFK Airport in 2015 to 
help U.S. Customs better identify illegal 
cargo, Portman says it has been “rife with 
problems, lack of coordination ... and 
other setbacks that have left the agency 
wholly unprepared.” Customs officials at 
JFK Airport, where one million pieces of 
international mail arrive daily, told USA 
Today that they are able to intercept only 
40 percent of illegal packages. 

Kathleen McLaughlin of STAT News 
learned how easy it is to buy from China. 
She located 40 companies through simple 
Internet searches. “Drug dealers operate out 
in the open online in China, offering fen- 
tanyl and other synthetic substances for sale 
in unrestricted quantities,” she explained. 
The industry is “under pressure but not il- 
legal in China.” McLaughlin negotiated via 
online chat with one Chinese marketer who 
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Misguided messenger: To chair his opioid investigative commission, President Trump named 
former New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, who mistakenly blames legal pain treatment for the 
nation’s opioid death plague. 


offered to send a free sample and even gave 
pointers on entering the business. 

The “pressure” McLaughlin mentioned 
references more than 100 fentanyl variants 
that China has listed as controlled sub- 
stances, though fentanyl remains unregu- 
lated. While China dwarfs other countries 
in opioid trade, India competes because it 
imposes fewer regulations. “India has not 
placed fentanyl, or most other opioids, on 
its controlled substances list, easing pro- 
duction and export,” reported The Diplo- 
mat in January, naming that country as the 
leading supplier of fentanyl’s synthetic 
cousin, tramadol, to international markets. 

Adding to the chaos of unregulated 
narcotics is an even deadlier relative in 
the opioid family tree: carfentanil. Devel- 
oped in the 1970s as an elephant tranquil- 
izer, itis 100 times stronger that fentanyl, 
causing governments to ban it under the 
Chemical Weapons Convention. It is the 
most potent commercial opioid in the 
world, says the DEA. Yet carfentanil is 
not a controlled substance in China and is 
gaining popularity in the U.S. black mar- 
ket. Pennsylvania has witnessed a recent 
upsurge in carfentanil-related overdoses, 
where two traffickers had been ordering 
it directly to their apartment from China 
for months before their arrest in March. 
Westmoreland County Coroner Ken 
Bacha reported 30 of his 194 overdose 
deaths last year were linked to carfent- 
anil. The drug is also connected to deaths 
in Ohio, Minnesota, and Illinois. Florida 


officials recently reported 50 carfentanil- 
related deaths in a six-month period. 

Moreover, in its 2017 National Drug 
Threat Assessment, DEA says Mexico and 
Colombia “dominate the US heroin mar- 
ket,” owing to their proximity and well- 
established drug-trade infrastructure. Half 
of the agency’s field divisions rated heroin 
as the top drug threat in 2016. Driven by 
major drug cartels such as Sinaloa and 
Jalisco New Generation, the heroin indus- 
try is responding to skyrocketing demand 
in the U.S. market. “The cartels are very 
attuned to shifts in drug abuse in the Unit- 
ed States,” Mike Vigil, former DEA chief 
of international operations, told Business 
Insider. The Mexican newspaper Rio Doce 
quoted one heroin producer in northern 
Sinaloa state: “Before I cooked some 40 
kilos a year,” he said. “But now I’m cook- 
ing like some 30 kilos a month.” 


Prescription for Healing? 

Despite overwhelming proof of illegal nar- 
cotics flooding in from foreign countries, 
despite blatant evidence that the U.S. opi- 
oid epidemic is driven by unlawful drug 


use, and despite the 
sy 


fact that the crisis 

is exploding in the 
midst of ever-tight- TOriom 
ening restrictions 

on lawful prescrip- EPInEMICy 
tions, CCDAOC > 
blindly insists that 
doctors are causing 
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the problem. Its recommendations center 
on proven-ineffective, costly, and uncon- 
stitutional solutions within the healthcare 
system: education campaigns, prescription 
monitoring programs, overdose rescue and 
treatment services, and research for pain 
management alternatives — all funded by 
taxpayers, of course. The commission’s 
final report does mention illicit fentanyl im- 
ports, recommending funding to continue 
the failed “War on Drugs,” but it entirely 
ignores Mexican heroin and transnational 
drug cartels. One wonders if CCDAOC 
chair Christie doesn’t have a personal ax to 
grind, with his emotional telling of a for- 
mer schoolfellow whose death involved 
prescribed oxycodone — an addict who 
washed down his Percocet with vodka. 

Meanwhile, doctors fear prescribing 
legal medications, meaning legitimate 
pain patients are denied effective treat- 
ment and are more likely to turn to the 
black market for dangerous alternatives. 
The government pours billions into ad- 
diction treatment models with staggering 
failure rates while offering free or low- 
cost opioid access to Medicaid recipients- 
turned-addicts or dealers. “Where are the 
drug-sniffing dogs in schools where chil- 
dren are known to be getting addicted?” 
Orient asks. “Is there any way that such 
massive international trafficking could 
thrive without some level of political pro- 
tection? And is the government attempt to 
remedy the problem making it worse?” 

Perhaps the answer to the opioid epi- 
demic lies in getting the federal govern- 
ment out of its unconstitutional involve- 
ment in healthcare. Instead of swallowing 
the government’s line to blame doctors, 
taxpayers should blame the federal gov- 
ernment for creating and exacerbating 
the opioid epidemic, and for failing in its 
constitutional duty to protect our borders 
from opioid invasion. And they should de- 
mand the unshackling of physicians such 
as Kishore who offer real solutions with 
proven results. Hi 
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VICTIMS OF THE 
FEDERAL LEVIATHAN 


A group is pushing President Trump not only to stop 
federal prosecution of innocent people who stand in 
the way of bureaucrats, but to pardon those who have 


already been jailed. 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


“We The People of The United States of 
America, do hereby request the immediate 
assistance and intervention by President 
Donald J Trump, the U S Congress, and the 
U.S. AG, to join together in stopping the 
injustices befalling numerous Americans, 
who are now in prison as a result of out- 
of-control federal regulations. These good 
people have not committed any crimes and 
have harmed no other human beings.” 
alition of constitutionally minded 
Americans who have joined to- 
gether to offer a petition calling upon 
President Trump and members of his ad- 
ministration, as well as the U.S. Congress, 
to use their constitutionally enumerated 
authority to eradicate the injustices being 
suffered by many citizens of our country. 
The U.S. government has grown so 
large, so grasping, that like a sprawling 
Leviathan “there is nothing valuable to 


he preceding is a request by a co- 
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human nature, nothing dear to freemen, 
but what is within its power. It has the 
authority to make laws which will affect 
the lives, the liberty, and property of every 
man in the United States.” So wrote an un- 
known anti-Federalist author, regarding 
unchecked government power, in “Brutus 
1” in 1787 during the debate over whether 
to ratify the U.S. Constitution. Though 
Federalists such as James Madison ar- 
gued persuasively that the Constitution did 
limit the powers of the national govern- 
ment, there is no doubt that the “Brutus 
1” description of unlimited governmental 
power rings familiar to what we are wit- 
nessing in our own times, owing to our 
failure to insist that those entrusted with 
power actually abide by the document 
they swear allegiance to. 

Men and women throughout the coun- 
try are having their lives, their liberty, and 
their property threatened by agents of the 
very government whose only legitimate 
purpose is the protection of those very 
things. Enter the petition effort launched 


POLITICS 


A figurative white hat: Former County Sheriff 
Richard Mack founded the Freedom Coalition 
to expose the injustices being done by the 
federal bureaucracy and to appeal to President 
Donald Trump to pardon those unjustly 
imprisoned. 


under the umbrella of the Freedom Coali- 
tion, which describes itself as “a nation- 
wide group of professionals and average 
Americans who have united to call for the 
release of many people who are currently 
in prison or who have been victimized by 
federal bureaucracies for violating un- 
lawful regulations and rules that have not 
been passed by Congress.” 

The coalition was formed by former 
Sheriff Richard Mack of the Constitu- 
tional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Asso- 
ciation. Other coalition members include 
Larry Pratt of Gun Owners of America, 
Judge Andrew Napolitano, Ted Nugent, 
Tom Woods, Larry Klayman of Freedom 
Watch, and John Whitehead of the Ruth- 
erford Institute. 

Through its petition effort, the Free- 
dom Coalition hopes to draw attention to 
and stop 


the injustices befalling numerous 
Americans, who are now in prison 
as a result of out-of-control federal 
regulations. These victimized Ameri- 
cans have not committed any crimes, 
have harmed no other human being, 
and are good honest people. It ap- 
pears that their only offense has been 
to offend federal bureaucrats, who 
have in turn done all in their power 
to make examples of otherwise law- 
abiding citizens. 


Sadly, the tragic plights of these victim- 
ized citizens show that the Constitution’s 
limits on power are looked upon with 
absolute disregard by, to quote the Dec- 
laration of Independence, “swarms of of- 
ficers” who “harass our people and eat out 
their substance.” The coalition’s website 
(www.thefreedomcoalition.com) provides 
a number of examples of the tyrannical 
abuse of power that make the despotism of 
George III pale in comparison. We briefly 
summarize these examples below, draw- 
ing information from the coalition website 
as well as other sources. Readers are en- 
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couraged to further research each of these 
cases and learn how they are undeniable 
evidence of “a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinc[ing] a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism.” 


The Victims 

Steve and Dwight Hammond from Burns, 
Oregon, were charged with “Domestic 
Terrorism” for burning debris and foliage 
on their family ranch. They were con- 
victed, spent about a year in prison, paid a 
$400,000 fine (raised by their neighbors, 
fellow ranchers, and friends), and were 
then released. 

What was the outrageous crime for 
which they were subjected to such an ex- 
treme sentence? 

Here’s the description as written by THE 
New AMERICAN in February 2016: 


They were prosecuted as “terror- 
ists” under the federal Antiterrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act of 
1996 for controlled burns on their 
own property in 2001 and 2006 
that got out of control and spread 
to around 150 acres of federal Bu- 
reau of Land Management land (on 
which the Hammonds own/have 
grazing rights). The fires caused no 
real damage and no threat to lives, 
homes, or property of other citizens. 
In fact, the BLM acknowledged that 
the 2001 fire for which the Ham- 
monds were prosecuted had actually 
“improved range conditions” on the 
public lands. 


That’s the “crime” that cost the Ham- 
monds their freedom. 

The charges against them were so egre- 
gious, so cruel, that the judge said they 
“shocked the conscience of this court.” 

With their lust for power left unsated, 
the federal government appealed the Ham- 
monds’ “light” sentences, and the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals sent these good 
people back to prison, essentially giving 
Dwight Hammond, now 76 years old, a 
life sentence. These men have now been 
imprisoned twice for the same offense! 

That is a direct, hostile, and open viola- 
tion of the protection against double jeop- 
ardy provided by the Fifth Amendment. 
To the federal government, such “parch- 
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ment barriers” are no match for their ty- 
rannical talons. 

Sam Girod, an Amish farmer in Ken- 
tucky, has been fending off the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) for five years. 
For nearly 20 years, Sam and his family 
have been making and selling his herbal 
salves. He was recently arrested and now 
sits in a federal prison. 

What was his prison-worthy offense? 

According to the FDA, Sam’s labels 
were misleading. Specifically, the FDA 
classified his salves as “drugs,” gave 
themselves jurisdiction over the products, 
and began criminal proceedings against 
Sam resulting in an injunction they ac- 
cused him of violating. Accordingly, 
Sam was sentenced to six years in federal 
prison, where he sits today, some seven 
hours from his wife, 11 children, and 25 
grandchildren. 

It is worth noting that the FDA tested 
Sam’s products in an independent lab 
and agreed that there were no drugs in 
his products and that they were indeed 
manufactured using “all-natural plant- 
based materials.” No matter. The FDA 
classified the salves as drugs and pros- 
ecuted Sam for selling them as such, a 
claim they knew was untrue. 


Terroristic beneficial accident? Steve and Dwight Hammond from Burns, Oregon, were 


Unless the president pardons Girod, he 
will spend the next six years in federal 
prison for failing to get the federal gov- 
ernment’s permission to make an herbal 
cream. 

Sheriff Mack was in the courtroom the 
day Girod was sentenced. In a letter pub- 
lished at the Freedom Coalition website, 
Mack describes the aftermath of the as- 
sault on the farmer’s freedom: 


On this day, Federal District Judge 
Danny Reeves, sentenced Amish 
farmer Samuel Girod to 72 months 
in prison for “not registering with the 
FDA” and for engaging in “interstate 
commerce” without a license. The 
most egregious reasons for this harsh 
and ruthless sentencing by this tyrant 
of a judge was that “the defendant 
has not given me any reason not to 
impose the recommended sentencing 
guidelines.” 

In other words, Girod did not bow 
and kiss the king’s ring. Girod did not 
act remorseful and did not apologize. 
Thus, the judge determined to teach 
him a lesson and send a message to 
all Amish farmers; do what the bu- 
reaucrats command or go to jail! 


charged with “Domestic Terrorism” for a controlled burn on their family ranch that spread onto 
“federal” land. Ironically, the Bureau of Land Management admitted that the fire “improved 


range conditions.” 
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Milking federal power: Many Amish and other farmers have suffered gross federal abuse of 
power — including SWAT raids on their homes and farms — simply because they were selling 
unpasteurized dairy products. 


I was in tears as I apologized 
after the hearing to the Girod fam- 
ily, Sam’s father, his wife, and his 
children. On behalf of “We the 
People” I profoundly apologized for 
this horrible injustice! I also asked 
the crowd and reporters, “Where is 
Rand Paul?” 

The judge basically admitted that 
he rendered the sentence because of 
Girod’s lack of humility and poor at- 
titude. The Judge is supposed to pro- 
mote justice and be fair, the mental 
state of the defendant notwithstand- 
ing! Furthermore, it is the primary 
duty of all government officials to 
prevent all injustices. This judge and 
the prosecutors did just the opposite. 
They created injustice and manufac- 
tured a criminal. 


Manufacturing criminals seems to be the 
business of the bureaucrats, and business 
is booming. Consider the nearly unbeliev- 
able case of Kenneth Wright. 

Kenneth Wright had his home raided 
and ransacked in Stockton, California, by 
a SWAT team commanded by the Depart- 
ment of Education. Wright’s home was 
invaded because his estranged wife failed 
to pay back her student loan. Wright was 
not imprisoned, but he was placed in a 
hot patrol cruiser for six hours while the 
SWAT team ransacked his home to “search 
for evidence.” 

For nearly a thousand years, a man’s 
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home has been his castle, and not even 
a monarch could enter without a war- 
rant. No more. In the United States of 
America in the 21st century, the agents 
of the federal government act without re- 
straint, without oversight, and, as Thom- 
as Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, with “cruelty & perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a 
civilized nation.” 

Wright hasn’t been the only target of 
unwarranted and unconscionable SWAT 
raids. Many Amish farmers have suffered 
similar abuses from SWAT raids. Their 
crime: selling dairy products without put- 
ting them through the federally mandated 
pasteurization process. 

For those of us familiar with history and 
with the liberty upon which this union was 
built, these acts of absolutism are unac- 
ceptable. The federal government was cre- 
ated as an agent of the states and its pow- 
ers are, as James Madison wrote, “few and 
defined.” Today, however, agents of the 
central government recognize no limits on 
their authority, and they punish people and 
their property with a force that is nearly 
unstoppable. 

Government must not be empowered 
to destroy property. In fact, it is for the 
protection of property that it exists. It is 
contrary to any conception of freedom to 
endure a government that has usurped the 
power to prevent one man from consent- 
ing to conduct business with another man. 
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Such attacks on property and free trade 
are anathema to freedom. As the influ- 
ential Algernon Sidney wrote in his Dis- 
courses Concerning Government, “Prop- 
erty is also an appendage to liberty; and 
it is impossible for a man to have a right 
to land or goods, if he has no liberty, and 
enjoys his life only at the pleasure of an- 
other, as it is to enjoy either, when he is 
deprived of them.” 

Who can argue that these victims of 
federal abuse are not being deprived of 
the enjoyment of their lives and the use of 
their property? 

When it comes to property in the form 
of land, perhaps no one knows more 
about the weight of the federal boot than 
ranchers in Clark County, Nevada. To 
date, some 53 of these ranchers have 
been run out of business and their lands 
and cattle confiscated by the federal Bu- 
reau of Land Management (BLM) and 
the U.S. Forest Service. Agents of these 
federal departments were acting under 
the assumed authority of an executive 
order signed by former president Barack 
Obama. 

Perhaps the most famous of the perse- 
cuted ranchers is Cliven Bundy. Bundy’s 
case and the standoff that occurred on his 
property were publicized around the world. 

A quick summary of the essential events 
of the Bundy case will suffice. 

Cliven Bundy’s family has lived on this 
land for nearly 140 years. The Bundys 
have settled and improved this property 
since Cliven’s ancestor accompanied Ed- 
ward Bunker and a company of Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints mem- 
bers who settled on the Virgin River, a few 
miles west of the Nevada-Arizona border, 
in 1877. 

In nearly every way, the Bundys’ life 
and liberty are connected inextricably 
to this property — property they have 
preemptive rights to and had worked for 
years before the federal government real- 
ized there was gold — black gold — in 
them thar hills. 

Bundy and others were charged grazing 
fees by the federal BLM, and eventually 
they were prosecuted for failure to pay 
those fees. 

After refusing to be bullied by the 
BLM into paying fees they did not owe 
to a federal agency that did not own the 
land it claimed to own, an armed standoff 
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haps the most famous of the persecuted ranchers is 


Cliven Bundy. Bundy’s case and the standoff that occurred on his property were publicized around 
the world. Here family members and supporters of Cliven Bundy gather under the Interstate 15 
overpass near Bunkersville, Nevada, on April 12, 2014. 


between Bundy and members of his fam- 
ily and supporters of their cause, against 
dozens of federal agents, led to Bundy 
and others being charged with conspiracy 
against the government. 

Thankfully and miraculously, on Janu- 
ary 8 of this year, U.S. District Court 
Judge Gloria Navarro dismissed with prej- 
udice the case against the Bundys, noting: 
“The government’s conduct in this case 
was indeed outrageous.... There has been 
flagrant misconduct, substantial prejudice 
and no lesser remedy is sufficient.” 

Of course, a dismissal of charges does 
not dismiss the suffering endured by the 
Bundy family during their family’s years of 
abuse by agents of the federal government. 

Regarding the Bundys, there is the con- 
stitutional issue of whether the states, in 
forming the Constitution, gave the federal 
government power to own land. 

In the decision handed down by the 
Supreme Court in the case of Escanaba 


Co. v. City of Chicago, 107 U.S. 678, 
689 (1883), an important constitutionally 
based concept known as the “equal foot- 
ing doctrine” was described: “Equality of 
constitutional right and power is the con- 
dition of all the States of the Union, old 
and new.” 

Basically, this principle requires that 
any state added to the union be on equal 
footing with the 13 original states. As re- 
ported by the legal website Justia, “Since 
the admission of Tennessee in 1796, 
Congress has included in each State’s act 
of admission a clause providing that the 
State enters the Union ‘on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States in all respects 
whatever.’” 

An issue very similar to that in Cliven 
Bundy’s situation was at the heart of the 
Supreme Court case Pollard’s Lessee v. 
Hagan, decided in 1845. Cornell Univer- 
sity Law School provides a short, helpful 
summary of the events: 


The FDA tested Sam's products in an independent lab 
and agreed that there were no drugs in his products 
and that they were indeed manufactured using “all- 
natural plant-based materials.” No matter. The FDA 
classified the salves as drugs and prosecuted Sam for 
selling them as such, a claim they knew was untrue. 
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Pollard’s Lessee involved conflict- 
ing claims by the United States and 
Alabama of ownership of certain 
partially inundated lands on the shore 
of the Gulf of Mexico in Alabama. 
The enabling act for Alabama had 
contained both a declaration of equal 
footing and a reservation to the Unit- 
ed States of these lands. 

Rather than an issue of mere land 
ownership, the Court saw the ques- 
tion as one concerning sovereignty 
and jurisdiction of the States. Inas- 
much as the original States retained 
sovereignty and jurisdiction over the 
navigable waters and the soil be- 
neath them within their boundaries, 
retention by the United States of ei- 
ther title to or jurisdiction over com- 
mon lands in the new States would 
bring those States into the Union on 
less than an equal footing with the 
original States. 

This, the Court would not permit. 


So, regardless of the BLM’s — and by 
extension, the Obama administration’s — 
insistence that Nevada’s land was ceded 
to the federal government when Nevada 
became a state in 1864, the Constitution, 
common law, and relevant Supreme Court 
rulings have found otherwise. 

In order for the federal government to 
acquire and exercise legislative control 
over land within a state, the land must be 
“purchased by the Consent of the Legis- 
lature of the State in which the Same shall 
be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, 
Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful 
Buildings,” according to the U.S. Con- 
stitution. 

Does the Bureau of Land Management 
or the Forest Service claim to have pur- 
chased the land claimed by these ranch- 
ers? Did they claim to have received the 
consent of the Nevada state legislature? 
If these two constitutional requirements 
have been met, is the land claimed by the 
ranchers currently being used for military 
buildings? 

The answer to each of these essential 
inquiries is NO! 

Finally, there is the case of Shane Cox 
of Kansas. 

Cox and Jeremy Kettler, a disabled vet- 
eran, were both charged and arrested. Cox 
was accused of manufacturing a firearm 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ MAY 7, 2018 


suppressor, and Kettler for buying one. 
Notably, both actions are not only permis- 
sible, but are expressly protected by Kan- 
sas state statutes. 

The men were arrested by the federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire- 
arms, which pressured Kettler to testify 
against Cox. Kettler courageously refused 
and was subsequently charged along with 
Cox, and both now face prison sentences. 

Remember: Both men were acting 
100-percent in accordance with the laws of 
the state of Kansas. Neither man is guilty 
of anything other than failing to show due 
deference to the agents of the empire. 

And what has become of these men now 
that they’ve been beaten down by the of- 
ficers of the federal government? Mack 
reports, “Both of these federal victims are 
struggling, as you can well imagine after 
a lengthy court battle and the subsequent 
conviction. Cox and Kettler are emotion- 
ally and financially drained.” Ironically, 
Cox’s daughter is serving as a Marine, 
theoretically protecting the freedom of our 
country, freedom that her father has had 
stripped from him. 


The Solution 

There is, literally, no liberty where such 
deprivations are permitted. Men and 
women whose only “crime” is the legal 
use of their property cannot be subject to 
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the persecution and prosecution of agents 
of a government that should be guarantee- 
ing the sanctity of property. 

For now, the battle will be waged by the 
Freedom Coalition, whose membership 
counts lawyers, former and current law- 
enforcement officers, former and current 
state legislators, members of the media, and 
several grassroots organizations. The Free- 
dom Coalition has posted a petition so that 
all may add their names to the list of those 
who stand opposed to the oppression. The 
petition to help the victims of the out-of- 
control federal bureaucracy, quoted in part 
at the beginning of this article, reads in full: 


We The People of The United States 
of America, do hereby request the 
immediate assistance and interven- 
tion by President Donald J Trump, 
the U S Congress, and the U.S. AG, 
to join together in stopping the injus- 
tices befalling numerous Americans, 
who are now in prison as a result of 
out-of-control federal regulations. 
These good people have not commit- 
ted any crimes and have harmed no 
other human beings. 

Such arrests and abuses are the 
result of bureaucrats creating crimi- 
nals. If America is to be great again, 
as President Trump has pledged, then 
this cannot continue. 


Request for swamp drainage: 
During his presidential 
campaign, Donald Trump 
promised to “Drain the Swamp” 
in Washington, D.C. The 
Freedom Coalition is requesting 
he follow through on that 
promise. 
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We implore President Trump to grant 
pardons to the below listed American’s 
and restore them to their families. 


Truly, it is unthinkable that any man or 
woman learning of such egregious excess- 
es would not run to enlist in this effort, this 
mission to restore our Republic to its place 
at the pinnacle of liberty. It is hoped that as 
more Americans are made aware of these 
unconstitutional and unconscionable acts 
of federal agents, the ranks of the forces 
defending freedom will swell. And that is 
the key: education. Such examples of gov- 
ernment abuse listed above are very diffi- 
cult to perpetrate on a well-informed, po- 
litically engaged populace. Organizations 
such as The John Birch Society (jbs.org), 
the parent organization of this magazine, 
have been at the forefront of such educa- 
tion efforts for decades. 

Bill Hahn, vice president of operations 
for The John Birch Society, had this to say 
about the Society’s educational efforts: 


A solution is only as good as your un- 
derstanding of the problem. If you’re 
fighting a tentacle, rather than the 
heart, then you have no solution. The 
John Birch Society has led the way 
for nearly 60 years, striking at the 
heart, exposing the foreign and do- 
mestic enemies that seek to replace 
Americanism with globalism and 
eventually world government. 

JBS Founder Robert Welch’s bril- 
liant strategy of organization creates 
many layers of strength from which 
concerned Americans can successful- 
ly participate in educating their local 
electorate. Thomas Jefferson once 
wrote that the true corrective of abuses 
of constitutional power was in educat- 
ing the people, so they could exercise 
their control with a wholesome discre- 
tion. JBS members have followed this 
advice and moved the timetable of the 
globalists back an estimated 50 years. 


With the publishing of these several sad 
accounts of the abuses suffered by our 
fellow citizens at the hands of our own 
government, it is hoped that those with 
power and influence will be persuaded to 
employ it in the defense of liberty and in 
the setting free of these men whose lives 
have been nearly destroyed by despots. Hl 


21 


__ VICTORS 10 if 
MYTHS & MONUMENTS jj 


—— 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments: 
The History of the First 100 Years of the War Against God and the Constitution, 1776-1876, and Its Modern Impact 


By Arthur R. Thompson, CEO, The John Birch Society 
(2016ed, 492pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2-14/$13.95ea; 15+/$12.95ea) BETVGMMPB 


VICTOR 
THS & MONUMENTS 


Look at American History 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments details a deliberate, 


Transforming the Way We 


Knowing American history is essential to understanding the American 


system of government and the role citizens are to play. When that 
education is undermined and replaced with the opposite of our 
Founders’ intent, the ramifications for protecting God-given liberty for 


organized opposition working to subvert the American Republic. 
It's American history that all Americans need to learn so they can 
understand the proper role of government and their role in the 


current and future generations are great. American system. 
book reveals history as you’ve never seen it before. 


Based on 45-plus years of research, this groundbre: 
ids and opinion molders in your community. 


Purchase copies for yourself and influential 


ELP|BS.org= Mail completed form to: OFA 4 
ShopJBS « P.O. BOX 8040 
‘ APPLETON, WI 54912 
Order Online: www. ShopJBS.org Oo} 
Credit-card orders call toll-free now! 1 -800-342-6491 Order Online 
Name 
Address 
SHIPPING/HANDLING WI RESIDENTS ADD it tat Zi 
SUBTOTAL (SEE CHART BELOW) 5% SALES TAX TOTAL oy ome P 
For shipments outside the U.S., please call for rates. Q) Check QO VISA UO) Discover vee He 
Order Subtotal | Standard Shipping | Rush Shipping C) Money Order C1) MasterCard QO) American Express iSAMCrDicve Avacan Exes 
ares vee sine ee Digit V-Code ur Digit V-Code 
$11.00-19.99 $7.75 $12.75 Make checks payable to: ShopJBS 
$20.00-49.99 $9.95 $14.95 Rush: 3-7 business 
$50.00-99.99 $13.75 $18.75 days, no P.O. Boxes, # Exp. Date 
$100.00-149.99 $15.95 $20.95 HI/AK add $10.00 


call call 


$150.00+ 


Signature 


Don't Abort Down's Babies 


Abortion activists are actively trying to wipe out kids born with Down syndrome, 
arguing that the burden is not fair to either the child or the parents — eugenics again. 


by Lisa Shaw 


ince the Supreme Court decision 
S on Roe v. Wade in 1973, abortion 

has claimed the lives of untold mil- 
lions. Each of these lives is as important as 
the other, regardless of sex, color, race, or 
health. Not one life is more deserving than 
another of a chance to live. Yet it seems 
that a certain group has been targeted with 
a vengeance for extinction, calling many 
pro-lifers to immediate action, not just in 
America, but worldwide. 

A chromosomal abnormality, Down 
syndrome has become the spotlight of the 
abortion debate, as the fight to eradicate 
the condition is being met with determi- 
nation to save the lives of those diag- 
nosed with it. 


A Bleak Future, and Present 

The future of children diagnosed with 
this disease seems bleak, especially 
in countries such as Iceland intent on 
eliminating the deficiency by eliminat- 
ing those who carry it. Prenatal tests 
were introduced in the early 2000s in the 
country, and while optional, nearly 85 
percent of expectant mothers choose to 
have the screening done. 

According to a CBS report in 2017, the 
abortion rate in Iceland due to a diagnosis 
of Down syndrome is nearly 100 percent, 
with the exception of one or two children 
per year who fly under the radar of the pre- 
natal testing. 

Hulda Hjartardottir, head of the Prenatal 
Diagnosis Unit at Landspitali University 
Hospital, where approximately 70 percent 
of Iceland’s babies are born, stated in an 
interview with CBS, “Babies with Down 
syndrome are still being born in Iceland. 
[However] some of them were low risk in 
our screening test, so we didn’t find them 
in our screening.” 

Just steps behind Iceland is Great Brit- 
ain and our own America, where approxi- 
mately 90 percent of unborn babies diag- 
nosed with the syndrome are murdered. 
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Weeded out: In Iceland, 85 percent of expectant mothers choose prenatal screening, and nearly 
100 percent of those unborn babies diagnosed with Down syndrome are aborted. 


Why the fear of Down syndrome and 
the determination to wipe out those who 
have it? Chairman of the Down Syn- 
drome Research Foundation Peter El- 
liott, whose son has Down syndrome, 
surmised, “Why are the abortions at such 
a high rate unless they have been given 
the impression the situation was terrible 
and it warranted an abortion?” He went 
on to say, “I don’t think the choice is pre- 
sented to the parents in the light of the 
true situation where the children have 
a good life and are in fact viewed as a 
blessing to the parents, not a curse, and 
I don’t think these parents getting abor- 
tions know much about Down syndrome 
at all.” 

While Elliott may be accurate in his as- 
sumption, his theory seems to address the 
subject of these abortions in direct propor- 
tion to the understanding someone may or 
may not have of Down syndrome. Still, 
there are those who have researched the 
disease and understand it, and they realize 
the life-altering effects it will have, good 


and bad, on those connected to it, as well 
as the misapprehensions surrounding the 
illness, and still decide to end the life of 
the child. Among their arguments are in- 
consistent mantras calling for the preven- 
tion of suffering for the disabled child, 
or decrying the inhumanity of the lack of 
opportunities provided for the child once 
born. In essence, to prevent pain and strug- 
gle for the child in the future, he should be 
murdered now. 

Of course, “murder” is not the word 
that is used by those who prefer to blur 
the lines. Landspitali University Hospi- 
tal’s Helga Sol Olafsdottir counsels preg- 
nant women dealing with chromosomal 
abnormalities. Her advice to them is, 
“This is your life, you have the right to 
choose how your life will look like.” She 
goes on to insist, “We don’t look at abor- 
tion as a murder. We look at it as a thing 
that we ended. We ended a possible life 
that may have had a huge complication 
... preventing suffering for the child and 
for the family. And I think that is more 


23 


AP Images 


“We don't look at abortion as a murder. We look at it 
as a thing that we ended. We ended a possible life 
that may have had a huge complication ... preventing 
suffering for the child and for the family. And I think 
that is more right than seeing it as a murder — that’s 
so black and white.” — Helga Sol Olafsdottir 


right than seeing it as a murder — that’s 
so black and white. Life is grey.” 


Logic of Muddled Minds 

The “greyness” that Olafsdottir fondly 
speaks of should be more accurately 
described as smog. In this smog lies a 
culture that holds tolerance — a fair, ob- 
jective, and permissive attitude toward 
those whose opinions, beliefs, practices, 
racial or ethnic origins, etc., differ from 
one’s own — to be the equivalent of a 
virtue, even when it comes to killing 
innocent life. While advocating for the 
equality of people with Down syndrome 
or other disabilities, many individuals 
and groups keep silent about, and in 
some cases support, the decision to end a 
life because of disabilities. It seems they 
can’t balance a sense of justice with a 
sense of entitlement. 

While states such as Ohio have cre- 
ated laws to protect the lives of unborn 
children with Down syndrome, they 
have met with resistance from those 
who say it is not fair to burden either the 
parents or the child, a burden that will 
befall them as a result of educational 
funding or healthcare costs — therefore, 
unashamedly advocating for the deaths 
of these same “disadvantaged” individu- 
als before they even have the chance to 
be treated unfairly. 

This murkiness produces a mind- 
numbing hypocrisy, allowing a divide to 
be created between those who should be 
tolerated and those who should not. This 
chasm is not random, and its origin is not 
new. It is an idea planned and perpetuated 
with a very deliberate agenda. It is, in fact, 
eugenics in action. 

Eugenics is the “study of or belief in the 
possibility of improving the qualities of 
the human species or a human population, 
especially by such means as discouraging 
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reproduction by persons having genetic 
defects or presumed to have inheritable 
undesirable traits or encouraging repro- 
duction by persons presumed to have in- 
heritable desirable traits.” 

In 1921, Margaret Sanger, founder of 
Planned Parenthood, wrote an article en- 
titled “The Eugenic Value of Birth Control 
Propaganda.” In the piece she unapologet- 
ically stated, “The most urgent problem 
today is how to limit and discourage the 
over-fertility of the mentally and physi- 
cally defective.” 

These disturbing words, which at the 
time were written to, and accepted by, 
only a select group of people, have blos- 
somed nearly 100 years later to be wel- 
comed by many. They find their place 
as a fundamental belief in society, as 


whole segments of the world’s popula- 
tion are being obliterated owing to the 
same ideals of eugenics and birth control 
that Sanger advocated, only wrapped in 
amore palatable package. Sanger, whose 
organization is now the leading abortion 
establishment, wrote in the same article, 
“Birth control propaganda is thus the 
entering wedge for the Eugenic educa- 
tor,” and, “Possibly drastic and Spartan 
methods may be forced upon society if 
it continues complacently to encourage 
the chance and chaotic breeding that has 
resulted from our stupidly cruel senti- 
mentalism.” 

As we stare into the abyss of lost and 
missing lives now sacrificed to abortion, 
whether for poverty, convenience, or 
disability, Sanger’s path from birth con- 
trol to eugenics isn’t difficult to trace. 
However, it isn’t one we have to con- 
tinue on, either. 

Jerome Lejeune, the French geneticist 
who discovered the chromosomal prem- 
ise for Down syndrome, was a devout 
Catholic and ardent pro-life advocate. He 
was disheartened by the course his discov- 
ery took as it led to the development of 
prenatal diagnosis and eventually to the 
abortions of those affected. He worked 
diligently in the cause for life, includ- 
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Cause for care: Jerome Lejeune, the French geneticist who discovered the chromosomal premise 
for Down syndrome, worked diligently in the cause for life. 
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Is his life not worth living? Down syndrome has become the spotlight of the abortion debate as 
unborn children diagnosed with the disease are being targeted for extinction. 


ing serving as president of the Pontifical 
Academy for Life, until his death in 1994. 
We find in Lejeune a passion in direct 
contradiction to that of Sanger, a passion 
for humanity that could be accused of “sen- 
timentalism,” as he asserted, “People say, 
‘The price of genetic diseases is high. If 
these individuals could be eliminated early 
on, the savings would be enormous.’ It can- 
not be denied that the price of these diseas- 
es is high — in suffering for the individual 
and in burdens for society. Not to mention 
what parents suffer! But we can assign a 
value to that price: It is precisely what a 
society must pay to remain fully human.” 


Stopping the Violence 

In a fully human society, violence against 
the weakest and most vulnerable, with or 
without disabilities, would not be toler- 
ated. It seems there are many steps that 
need to be taken to reach that end, which 
some states are in the process of. Ohio, 
as mentioned above, is the third state to 
ban abortions due to a diagnosis of Down 
syndrome, following North Dakota and 
Indiana. Still other states — Arizona, 
Kansas, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and again 
North Dakota — have banned abortions 
based on the sex of the baby, with Ari- 
zona including race in its ban. While it 
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could seem that these abortion bans favor 
the lives of some unborn (i.e., female, 
minority, disabled, etc.) over others, in 
reality they help pave the way for the 
protection of all unborn infants, as well 
as address the onslaught of those marked 
for demise for more than just being con- 
sidered unnecessary. We must remember 
that the acceptance and legalization of 
abortion didn’t happen in one step, but 
incrementally as society was conditioned 
to view the unborn as less than human. 
In this same way, incremental steps must 
be taken to unveil the humanity of lives 
hidden in the womb. 

William Wilberforce, a British poli- 
tician and avid abolitionist, became 
known for his determination to abolish 
slavery in a society where it was not un- 
common to believe slaves to be less than 
human. Wilberforce continued for years 
to introduce abolition bills, even though 
it seemed he was getting nowhere. Fi- 
nally, with the introduction of a bill that 
only seemed to partly address the slave 
trade, and with strengthening support of 
a growing population of abolitionists, the 
“Slave Trade Act” was eventually estab- 
lished. Though this act did not abolish 
slavery as a whole, it did encourage the 
abolition of the slave trade, paving the 
way for the eventual ending of the dehu- 


manizing industry of slavery. The movie 
Amazing Grace depicts Wilberforce’s 
struggle to end the slave trade, which 
included his victories and discourage- 
ments. A pivotal scene shows Wilber- 
force’s close friend and British Prime 
Minister William Pitt encouraging the 
abolitionist to continue his repetitive 
work during a time of shifting politics 
in Parliament and a changing of public 
attitude, saying, “Next time, you will be 
pushing at an open door.” 

In this same way, we can support the 
rising tide of the states, organizations, and 
individuals who are similarly working to 
end the dehumanization of the unborn by 
myriad legislative actions. 

Whether an unborn child will even- 
tually be taken care of or neglected, be 
treated justly or unjustly, or be healthy 
or diseased isn’t for us, in our human- 
ity, to assume. Determining the fate of 
an individual based on our own presup- 
positions is arrogant and dangerous, and 
leads to a distorted view of life, a view 
that applauds the murder of the innocent 
under the guise of protecting them from 
injustice and harm. 

There is a big difference between 
“thinking” and “blindly following.” As 
Malcolm Muggeridge was fond of saying, 
“Only dead fish swim with the stream.” 
For those who are thinking, it is obvious 
that tolerance holds no place for hypoc- 
risy. For those who are following, it seems 
tolerance holds no place for thinking. And 
to an unthinking society, killing the weak- 
est and most vulnerable becomes an ac- 
ceptable practice justified by a lack of 
“stupidly cruel sentimentalism.” 

As with slavery, we see that dehuman- 
izing a segment of the population comes 
from a lack of understanding. This lack 
of understanding of the value of human 
life has led to the slaughter of millions 
of lives. These lives that are missing 
from our society and from our families 
— sons and daughters who would have 
been brothers or sisters, or grown to be 
aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, even best 
friends — can never be replaced. How- 
ever, through diligent effort we can strive 
to save other lives from the fate of abor- 
tion by changing the hearts and minds 
of our society. And in this endeavor, we, 
like Wilberforce, can eventually find our- 
selves “pushing at an open door.” 
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What Happens When 
Republics Fall? 


The meaning of the term “republic” has 
nowadays become so diluted as to signify 
in the popular mind any form of govern- 
ment not headed by some type of titular 
monarch. This is a pity, because it means 
that only seldom does the average citizen 
give any consideration to the very differ- 
ent types of non-monarchical government 
that men have devised, both historically 
and in the present day. 

Roughly speaking, “popular” gov- 
ernments, or governments intended to 
represent in some degree the will of the 
people, whatever that may entail, can 
be roughly divided into two classes, as 
James Madison long ago observed: de- 
mocracies and republics. By the former is 
meant a government in which the people 
truly govern themselves directly, without 
any representative intermediary; they 
legislate at will, according to the ever- 
changing whims of the majority. Democ- 
racies are therefore unstable, short-lived, 
prone to spasms of violence and persecu- 
tion, and prejudicial to all minorities. The 
Founders were well aware of these fatal 
limitations of pure democracy, which is 
why they insisted that republics — popu- 
lar governments in which some scheme 
of representation exists for the stability 
of the state and the protection of minori- 
ties — are much to be preferred. 

Because the Founders expended so 
much ink pointing out the flaws of democ- 
racy, as evidenced by the transient nature 
of many of the ancient Greek city-states, 
Athens in particular, we might be tempted 
to assume that there are no flaws inher- 
ent in that other cardinal form of popu- 
lar government, the republic. After all, 
as observers from Polybius to Madison 
have remarked, well-constituted republics 
that attempt to a strike a balance between 
reflection of the popular will, with all its 
vicissitudes, and maintenance of a state 
capable of perpetuating itself and many of 
its flaws, have been shown to be the most 
durable and successful vehicles of human 
governance. The Roman Republic lasted 
for many hundreds of years, changing but 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


SPSS A LI 


very slowly over much of that period. Its 
intricate separation of powers among sen- 
ators, consuls, tribunes, and other offices 
discouraged revolutionary innovation until 
the arrival of the Gracchi and Marius upon 
the scene, and kept dilute the powers of the 
state while allowing the Roman people to 
prosper as no other had before them. 

Much the same could be said of that 
gem of the Middle Ages, the Republic of 
Venice, with its doges and senators and 
Maggior Consiglio. Founded sometime 
around 600 A.D. as a refuge from Lom- 
bard invaders and an attempt to re-create, 
in miniature, the glories of republican 
Rome, Venice endured as an indepen- 
dent republic until the time of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, enjoying for many centuries 
economic and political hegemony over the 
entire Mediterranean basin. 

The republic birthed at the American 
Constitutional Convention in 1787 has 
become the greatest and most successful 
state the world has yet seen, a modern-day 
Roman Republic with all of the latter’s or- 
ganizational, technological, and economic 
precocity and none of its barbaric pagan 
vestiges. The parallels between the city 
on the Tiber and its modern-day counter- 
part on the Potomac are so evident as to 
be cliche. 

It goes almost without saying that, per 
the examples of Rome and Venice, the 
danger of a well-constituted republic be- 
coming transformed into an appalling em- 
pire is an ever-present peril. But the acuity 
of that peril is seldom appreciated — and 
therein lies the problem with republics. 
The rise and fall of autocratic empires is 
the defining civilizational pattern since the 
first city-states arose in lower Mesopota- 
mia. Despots from Sargon and Alexander 
to Genghis Khan and Hitler have arisen as 
predictably as the ebb and flow of seasons 
to inflict misery on the human race in the 
name of their unappeasable egos. 

But most of these empires, awful as 
their actions have been, have not long out- 
lasted their maniacal creators. The frenetic 
conquests and spoliation of Alexander and 
his Macedonian generals soon gave way 
to the comparatively benign Hellenistic 
Age after the former’s untimely death. 


The grandchildren of Genghis Khan saw 
his vast and bloody dominion parcelled 
out into smaller khanates that quickly 
evolved into rather ordinary Asiatic states. 
And Hitler’s monstrous Third Reich en- 
dured barely a decade; out of the ashes of 
its ruin arose a modern, comparatively en- 
lightened and liberated German state that 
became one of the economic wonders of 
the 20th century. Even the grandest dynas- 
tic empires seldom sustain their vitality for 
more than a few generations. 

But with empires that grow out of well- 
constituted republics, the situation is other- 
wise. It has been remarked that Rome (the 
Western Empire, at least) took longer to 
fall than the entire lifespan of nearly every 
other state in recorded history. From the 
first excesses of the Gracchi and Marius 
to the last emperor’s pathetic capitulation 
in 476 A.D., the “fall” of Rome followed 
a 600-year trajectory. And during most of 
those 600 years, Rome was a pageant of 
bloodshed, conquest, and repression on 
a scale that would have made even the 
bloodthirsty Assyrian potentates blanch. 

Much the same could be said of the Ve- 
netian Republic, which by the time of the 
League of Cambrai was no longer remote- 
ly deserving of its sublime styling, “Most 
Serene.” The late Venetian state morphed 
into a ruthlessly efficient and repressive 
police state with an appalling set of laws 
and draconian penalties. When this miser- 
able scourge was finally stamped out by a 
greater oppressor, Bonaparte, its passage 
was scarcely grieved. 

Herein lies the deadly peril of republics: 
The very institutions that they so painstak- 
ingly maintain to maximize the liberty of 
their citizens and the stability of their body 
politic are susceptible to perversion into 
the most efficient and sustainable instru- 
ments of tyranny. Where most despotism 
arises as the fruit of some tyrant’s arbi- 
trary will, despotism erected on republican 
tuins is based on the rule of law and long- 
held customs and institutions. That these 
institutions have far more durability than 
the whims of a would-be world sovereign 
like Alexander or Tamerlane is one of his- 
tory’s sternest lessons. ll 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 


27 


OUR EMPLOYEES ARE THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS 


w.w-~- 


MECHANICAL a) PLUMBING 
CONTRACTOR pa / eS ff CONTRACTOR 
CMC008140 Ceyr.y CFC09184 

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR, we. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (904) 388-2696 TELEPHONE: (352) 372-3963 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (407) 841-4670 TELEPHONE: (904) 810-5918 


DAYTONA, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (386) 546-6039 


524 STOCKTON STREET 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32204 


SPECIALIZING IN INDUSTRIAL PROCESS AND POWER PIPING, 
ENVIRONMENTAL BALANCE AND CONTROL, 
AUTOMATED TEMPERATURE CONTROL SYSTEMS, 
HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR CONDITIONING, AND PLUMBING 


SHIPPING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS 


OVER 1,250 MAILERS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


| ORDER BY 6 PM FOR 
SAME DAY SHIPPING 
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ONE SCIENTIST'’S JOURNEY FRO! 


MATTILEISOLA & JONATHAN WITT 


by James Heiser 


Heretic: One Scientist’s Journey from 
Darwin to Design, by Matti Leisola and 
Jonathan Witt, Seattle: Discovery Institute 
Press, 2018, 257 pages, paperback. 


Permanent Things, the conservative 

philosopher Russell Kirk observed 
that advocates of “scientism” desired that 
“Science, with a Roman S, should sup- 
plant God.” The hubris of such an ideol- 
ogy came from the perceived “successes” 
of science. In Kirk’s words: 


[: his 1969 book, Enemies of the 


The high achievements of physical and 
biological science in the nineteenth 
century gave powerful reinforcement 
to the advocates of ‘scientism’ in so- 
ciology and politics. Religion, moral 
tradition, and the complex of estab- 
lished political institutions were irra- 
tional and unscientific and subjective, 
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it seemed; surely the scientists must 
show the preachers and politicians 
the way to a better world.... Fascism, 
Naziism, and communism all have 
claimed to be scientific. 


The crass promoters of “scientism” such 
as Bill Nye and Neil deGrasse Tyson push 
an embarrassing jumble of virtue signal- 
ing, lowbrow atheism, and advocacy of 
“trendy” pseudo-scientific claptrap about 
the dangers of global warming. The base- 
line presumptions of those gripped by 
“scientism” continue to be a plodding 
materialism that allows little room for a 
discussion of the divine. 

The title of Matti Leisola’s new book, 
Heretic, is well chosen, because it high- 
lights the fact that the fury that drives his 
opponents is fundamentally theological in 
nature, rooted in their rejection of even the 
possibility of a divine creator. In Leisola’s 
words, “I am now convinced that Darwin’s 
theory won out primarily because it fills 
a need: Scientism, with its allegiance to 
philosophical materialism, needs mindless 
evolution to be true, so that proponents of 
scientism continue to prop up mindless 
evolution no matter how many contrary 
fossils slam against it.” 

Leisola understands the worldview of his 
opponents because he once shared it: While 
still a university student, Leisola whole- 
heartedly believed in the Darwinian theory 
of evolution until, while attending the Uni- 
versity of Helsinki in 1972, he listened to a 
series of lectures by American theologian 
Francis Schaeffer, “and in the course of his 
lectures I realized how naive my concept of 
truth was. I went out and bought several of 
Schaeffer’s books and started my reading in 
philosophy, which previously I had consid- 
ered of little value.” It was then that Leisola 
began to appreciate the philosophical error 
underlying the theological presuppositions 
of evolutionists: 


I soon saw there was a key philosophi- 
cal question bigger than science, and 


yet one that many insisted must be 
answered in only in one way when 
thinking scientifically. In the Philebus 
of Plato (429-347 B.C.E.) Socrates 
considered this all-important question 
and laid out the two primary possibili- 
ties: “Whether we are to affirm that 
all existing things, and this fair scene 
which we call the Universe, are gov- 
ered by the influence of the irratio- 
nal, the random, and the mere chance; 
or on the contrary, as our predecessor 
affirmed, are kept in their course by 
the control of mind and a certain won- 
derful regulating intelligence.” 

The scientific establishment of our 
day does not for the most part, explic- 
itly argue for the former over the lat- 
ter. Instead, they simply insist that we 
must assume the former anytime we 
are doing science, must entertain only 
those explanations consistent with 
atheism, regardless of what we believe 
in our private lives. The name for this 
dogma is methodological materialism, 
and I came to realize how irrational 
this view of scientific rationality was. 


Leisola’s approach to science is clearly 
that of an advocate of “Intelligent De- 
sign,” that is, he agrees with those who 
believe that the best explanation for the 
complexity found in all living beings is 
a Creator. Adhering to such a worldview 
has not stopped Leisola from being an 
effective research scientist; far from it. 
In fact, Leisola has more than 140 pub- 
lished, peer-reviewed papers (papers 
that have been, he notes, cited more than 
5,000 times in other published scientific 
literature) and holds seven patents. After 
Leisola earned his D.Sc. in 1979 from 
the Helsinki University of Technology, 
his expertise in the study of enzymes led 
to a successful career as a bioengineer, 
in which he became research director for 
Cultor, an international biotech company. 
(It is worth noting that Leisola draws on 
his vast knowledge of enzymes for the 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Leisola’s approach to science is clearly that of an 
advocate of “Intelligent Design,” that is, he agrees 
with those who believe that the best explanation for 
the complexity found in all living beings is a Creator. 


10th chapter of Heretic, “Mechanisms 
Malfunction,” in which he explains the 
inadequacy of the evolutionary models 
to account for the existence and develop- 
ment of enzymes.) And Leisola’s career 
was certainly not limited to the realm of 
business, as he later became dean of the 
faculty of chemical and materials scienc- 
es at the Finnish Aalto University. 

In Heretic, Leisola blends a memoir of 
his own experiences with an evaluation of 
the way in which much of the academic 
world has hardened in its ideological com- 
mitment to “scientism” in recent decades, 
even as developments in research continue 
to make that worldview increasingly un- 
tenable. For example, Leisola offers the 
discovery of soft tissues in a fossil of 
Tyrannosaurus Rex as a window into the 
“scientistic” mind-set: 


In 2005, Mary Schweitzer published 
her now-famous results of soft tis- 
sues in T. rex bones. Discover mag- 
azine did a retrospective, and the 
article’s subtitle nicely captured the 
reaction to her groundbreaking dis- 
covery: “When this shy paleontolo- 
gist found soft, fresh-looking tissue 
inside a T. rex femur, she erased a 
line between past and present. Then 
all hell broke loose.” Conventional 
wisdom said there was no way dino- 
saur fossils could contain soft dino- 
saur tissue. In the same article, Sch- 
weitzer described her experience: 
“T had one reviewer tell me that he 
didn’t care what the data said, he 
knew that what I was finding wasn’t 
possible. I wrote back and said, 
‘Well, what data would convince 
you?’ And he said, ‘None.’” 


Leisola also offers an evaluation of 
many of the purportedly strongest 
“proofs” that have been raised in the 
past several generations in support of 
evolutionary theory, and although his 
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treatment is necessarily technical, the 
author makes the issues understandable. 
Thus, for example, when reviewing ex- 
periments conducted on bacteria and vi- 
ruses in which scientists endeavored to 
determine whether or not evidence for 
evolutionary processes were at work, the 
studies found that changes came from a 
decrease in genetic information: 


Studies carried out with Qf-virus 
are sometimes heralded in biology 
textbooks as examples of evolution 
in action. What gets obscured in such 
triumphant announcements is this: 
No new biological information was 
formed during the experiments and 
much was lost. I asked my colleague 
how his experiments, even in princi- 
ple, demonstrated that the evolution- 
ary mechanism could generate new 
form and information. He admitted 
he did not see how it could be inter- 
preted in this way. How can loss of 
biological information be interpreted 
as gain of information? 


Matti 
Leisola 


The conversation was an instance of 
something I ran into frequently: scien- 
tists willing to have frank, open-mind- 
ed conversations with me about evo- 
lutionary theory, but only in private. I 
came to understand through my many 
international connections that neo- 
Darwinism, while little valued among 
mainstream biologists who spent any 
time thinking about the theory, was 
treated by them as a third rail — too 
dangerous to touch. Many who under- 
stand one or more of the problems with 
it are afraid to share their views for fear 
of losing their positions. 


As noted previously, Leisola’s area of ex- 
pertise is in the study of enzymes, and his 
personal experience working in his field 
has only strengthened his understanding of 
the inadequacy of Darwinism to explain 
the evidence: 


My research has often focused on 
modifying proteins — mainly en- 
zymes — to function better in spe- 
cific industrial processes, and on al- 
tering the metabolism of microbes so 
they would produce various chemi- 
cals economically. More than forty 
years of work in this field have left 
me more skeptical than ever of theo- 
ries of blind, unguided evolution. It is 
increasingly clear to me that random 
mutations cannot produce novel func- 
tional information — even one new 
gene — with or without help from 
natural selection, and with or without 
help from any of the other ancillary 
mechanisms proposed to rescue neo- 
Darwinian evolutionary theory from 
the swelling onslaught of contrary 
evidence. 


Leisola offers an engaging examina- 
tion of the intersection of theology, 
philosophy, and science from the per- 
spective of a scientist who has given 
much thought to the larger implica- 
tions of scientific discoveries. The 
author has not allowed his experi- 
ences of academic conflict to embitter 
him, and, instead, he brings wit and 
clarity to a variety of complex topics. 
The “Science and Religion” debate 
would profit a great deal from more 
such voices. 
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Fellow Mom to the Rescue 


If your child has ever had a public tantrum, 
you likely understand the humiliation and 
frustration it can cause. Now imagine two 
young children having tantrums at the 
same time. Thankfully for Rebecca Pater- 
son of Texas, whose two young children 
chose the exact same time to have a melt- 
down at a Pearland Target in March, a fel- 
low mother came to her aid. 

Paterson was doing her usual shopping 
when her two-month-old child and two- 
year-old began to cry and make scenes. 
She said that she was prepared to imme- 
diately leave the store and spare her fel- 
low shoppers from the chaos. Paterson 
had planned to abandon her shopping 
trip, the Houston Chronicle reported, and 
even began putting the items back on their 
shelves when another shopper named Tif- 
fany Jones-Guillory approached her and 
offered to help. 

Jones-Guillory offered to hold the two- 
year-old and walk him up and down the 
aisles alongside Paterson to distract him 
from whatever sparked the outburst. Pat- 
erson gratefully accepted and used the op- 
portunity to calm her infant. 

Jones-Guillory entertained the toddler 
by pointing to various items in the aisles 
and showing him pictures of her own 
children. Before the women knew it, the 
toddler was calm and happy. They walked 
around the store for approximately 45 
minutes, KHOU11 reported. 

Paterson was so touched by Jones-Guil- 
lory’s kindness that she posted about it on 
her Facebook page. Before long, strang- 
ers were reaching out to Jones-Guillory to 
compliment her on her goodness. 

To her, intervening seemed like a no- 
brainer. “I was just trying to do something 
nice from mom to mom, because I’ve been 
in that situation before,” she said. “I heard 
how frustrated she was.” 

Paterson said Jones-Guillory’s interven- 
tion enabled her to finish her shopping. 
She also stated that the kindness shown 
by this stranger was much needed because 
she was already struggling from sleep dep- 
rivation and just the general exhaustion of 
raising two young children. 

“She walked with me while I got the es- 
sentials needed for the day and kept hold 
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of my toddler while he calmed down,” Re- 
becca said in her Facebook post, which in- 
cluded a photo of Jones-Guillory holding 
the toddler. “She saved me today, moms!!! 
Iam so sleep deprived and was running on 
empty. A little kindness and understanding 
goes a long way.” 


Not Standing By 


When a Kentucky police officer was 
struggling with a suspect who grabbed 
for his pocketknife, two passersby inter- 
vened. According to the Daily Wire, they 
approached the scene and rescued the of- 
ficer by subduing the suspect and pinning 
his arms. 

Stanton Police Officer Rice was on 
patrol on April 1 when he noticed a dis- 
turbance involving a man named Coty 
Sparks. While Officer Rice was trying to 
arrest him, Sparks fled but was quickly 
caught by Rice. Still, Officer Rice found 
himself entangled in a wrestling match 
with the suspect, who appeared to have ill 
intentions — he was seen reaching for his 
pocketknife. 

It was then that Austin Tharpe and 
Oppie Anthony Garner happened upon the 
scene. When they saw that the officer was 
struggling, they jumped in to pin Sparks’ 
arms, enabling Officer Rice to make the 
arrest. 

The two men told the Lexington Her- 
ald-Leader that they could not idly stand 
by while a police officer was struggling in 
his efforts to keep the streets safe. “They 
do so much for us and to see him having 
trouble getting the guy to listen, it seemed 
like it was best to help out with the situ- 
ation, especially since he had a knife,” 
Tharpe said. “Someone could have easily 
gotten hurt.” 

“I was just trying to help out,” Garner 
added. “It’s a small town. Just about ev- 
erybody knows everybody.” 

The Stanton Police Department took to 
its Facebook page to thank the two men. 
“The City of Stanton Police Department 
would like to publicly thank Austin Thar- 
pe of Stanton and Oppie Anthony Garner 
of Mount Sterling for stopping to help Of- 
ficer Rice,” the post reads. “These 2 indi- 
viduals did the right thing by stepping in 
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to help law enforcement rather than stand- 
ing around hoping to record the next viral 
video on their phones.” 


Officers as Surrogates 


Deputies with the Chatham County Sher- 
iff’s Office in North Carolina went above 
and beyond the call of duty when they 
stepped in as surrogate daddies and mom- 
mies for local kids at Bonlee Elementary 
School’s first-ever Daddy/Daughter and 
Mother/Son Dance on March 23. 

The event was sponsored by the Bonlee 
School Parent Teacher Association and 
coordinated by Chatham County Sher- 
iff’s Office Victim Coordinator Donna 
Griffith, who wanted to provide the chil- 
dren a fun and safe environment in which 
positive family memories could be cre- 
ated. “We wanted families to have a good 
time together, but we recognize that not 
all children live with their parents and 
not all parents are able to take off work 
to attend a school event,” Griffith posted 
on the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook page. 

The post noted that nearly 100 K-5 stu- 
dents attended the dance, but not all of 
them were able to bring a parent. Griffith 
asked some of her colleagues to help, and 
they enthusiastically agreed. 

“It is always our pleasure to support 
community events, especially when they 
benefit our youth. It also allows students to 
interact with deputies and understand that 
we are people, just like them,” said Sheriff 
Mike Roberson. “To hear that whole fami- 
lies were in attendance laughing, dancing, 
and making memories together warms the 
heart. It doesn’t get much better than that.” 

Attendees had their photos taken and 
were offered the opportunity to design 
their own keepsake photo frames. Deputy 
Jonathan Thomas observed that the par- 
ents and children seemed to let loose, have 
fun, and “show their playful side.” 

According to Griffith, the event suc- 
cessfully raised more than $700, which 
will be used for future student events 
and programs. Everyone seemed to have 
a good time, and the school is hoping to 
make it an annual tradition. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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CHAPPAQUIDDICK 


he was never held accountable, the facts say that Kennedy clout let a guilty man go free. 


by Steve Byas 


66 here goes Ted’s presidency, 
right there,” recalled Dun Gif- 
ford in a video interview before 
his death in 2010, remembering when his 
chartered plane flew over the Dyke Bridge 
on Chappaquiddick Island on the morning 
of July 19, 1969, soon after the tragedy. 
Gifford was a legislative assistant to U.S. 
Senator Edward Moore Kennedy at the 
time. Even prior to calling the police, Ken- 
nedy had called him early that morning to 
come to nearby Martha’s Vineyard off the 
coast of Cape Cod. His principal mission 
was to remove Mary Jo Kopechne’s body 
from the jurisdiction of Massachusetts 
legal authorities, as quickly as possible. 
Gifford’s remark neatly summarizes 
the tragedy that took the life of 28-year- 
old Kopechne, a passenger in Kennedy’s 
black Oldsmobile when it plunged into the 
waters of Poucha Pond on Chappaquid- 
dick Island sometime during the night of 
July 18-19. Gifford considered Kopechne 
a friend, but as for so many involved in 
this sad story, her death was relegated to 
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secondary considerations to how it af- 
fected Teddy Kennedy. 

It was the year after Kennedy’s brother 
Robert had been assassinated while run- 
ning for president in 1968, and Ted was 
considered the most likely nominee of the 
Democratic Party to challenge President 
Nixon in 1972. 

Mary Jo was one of the “Boiler Room 
Girls” who had been so instrumental in 
the presidential campaign effort of Bobby 
Kennedy. No airhead, she had helped craft 
his speeches, and played a key role in 
winning delegates for him to the upcom- 
ing Democratic National Convention. She 
was present when Sirhan Sirhan ended the 
campaign with a gunshot on June 5, 1968, 
and was reportedly emotionally crushed. 

Along with five other young women 
active in that campaign, she was invited 
to attend what was called a “cookout” 
on Chappaquiddick Island, located about 
500 feet off Martha’s Vineyard, planned 
to coincide with the annual sailing regatta 
contest in which Ted had participated for 
several years. As it turned out, all six were 
single women in their twenties. Also at- 


Senatorial stink: Edward Kennedy’s 1967 
Oldsmobile is pulled from Poucha Pond. 
Kennedy said that he somehow escaped from 
the car, but he left his passenger, 28-year-old 
Mary Jo Kopechne, to die, without bothering 
to call for expert assistance. John Farrar, 
who recovered her body from the submerged 
vehicle, believes that Mary Jo lived for up to 
four hours in an “air pocket” before she died. 


tending were five married men, without 
their wives, and one bachelor. 

Steaks were served, and an abundance 
of alcohol was available for those who 
wanted it. Robert Bruguiere, then a pa- 
trolman with the Edgartown Police De- 
partment, told THE NEW AMERICAN in a 
recent interview that after the cookout, he 
personally saw three 48-gallon contain- 
ers overflowing with empty liquor bottles 
and empty beer cans at Lawrence Cottage, 
the location of the party euphemistically 
called a “cookout.” Chemical analysis 
demonstrated that Mary Jo probably had 
consumed about five one-ounce drinks of 
80- to 90-proof liquor. Eyewitnesses indi- 
cated that the senator had begun drinking 
much earlier in the day, and had continued 
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Gifford considered Kopechne a friend, but as for so many involved in 
this sad story, her death was relegated to secondary considerations to 


how it affected Teddy Kennedy. 


to consume more at the cookout. It was 
well known that following the assassina- 
tion of his brother the previous year, his 
drinking had markedly increased. 

Sometime after 11:00 p.m., Kennedy 
left the party, accompanied by Mary Jo. 
He asked for the keys to his Olds from 
his driver, John Crimmins. This was un- 
usual, as Kennedy rarely drove himself. 
They told no one else they were leaving, 
or whether they would be returning that 
night. According to Kennedy, he was tired 
and wanted to get some sleep before the 
next day’s boat race. He was staying at a 
lodge in Edgartown on Martha’s Vineyard. 
Mary Jo, he said, asked if he would drop 
her off at her motel in Edgartown. To get 
off Chappaquiddick Island, it was nec- 
essary to use the ferry, which ordinarily 
ceased operation at midnight. 

In his televised speech a week later, 
after Mary Jo’s death, Kennedy insisted, 
“There is no truth, no truth whatever, to 
the widely circulated suspicions of im- 
moral conduct that have been leveled at 
my behavior and hers regarding that eve- 
ning.” He added, “Nor was I driving under 
the influence of liquor.” 

They never made it to the ferry, if that 
was his intention. In an interview given 
for the Miller Center Foundation a few 
years ago, even Gifford admitted, “I think 
it’s pretty clear where they were headed. 
They never got there. I don’t think there’s 
any doubt about that.” 


Kennedy Reported 

the Incident — Hours Later 

In his statement to the Edgartown police, 
when he finally reported the accident the 
next morning (approximately nine hours 
later), Kennedy wrote, “I was driving my 
car on Main Street, Chappaquiddick, on 
my way to get the ferry back to Edgar- 
town. I was unfamiliar with the road and 
turned right onto the Dyke Road instead 
of bearing hard left on Main Street.” In 
his speech, Kennedy explained that his 
car went off “a narrow bridge, which 
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had no guard rails and was built on a left 
angle to the road.” 

Kennedy said that he “somehow” man- 
aged to escape the car as it filled with 
water, then made “immediate and repeated 
efforts to save Mary Jo by diving into the 
strong and murky current” (the pond is ac- 
tually an inlet from the Atlantic Ocean). 
Had he made it across the bridge, they 
would have quickly arrived at a secluded 
beach where he, Mary Jo, and some other 
cookout participants swam in the ocean 
earlier in the day. 

According to Kennedy, after failing to 
get her out of the car, he walked the mile 
and a half back to the cottage, where he 
got the help of two friends, his cousin 
Joseph Gargan and Paul Markham (then 
U.S. attorney in Massachusetts), and re- 
turned in a previously rented Valiant to 
Poucha Pond. They were also unsuccess- 
ful in rescuing Mary Jo. Kennedy and the 
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Party place: Lawrence Cottage on Chappaquiddick Island was where the party, euphemistically 


two then drove back to the ferry, which 
now had ceased operation for the night. 
According to his statement, Kennedy 
then impulsively jumped into the channel 
to swim across to Edgartown. It is more 
likely that Kennedy and his two friends 
used a small rowboat to get across, as a 
witness saw three men crossing the chan- 
nel ina small boat between 1:00 a.m. and 
2:00 a.m. Gargan and Markham likely 
then used the boat to return to Chappa- 
quiddick after dropping Kennedy off on 
the shore of Edgartown. 

When Kennedy finally reported the 
incident at about 10:00 a.m., it was to 
Edgartown Police Chief Dominic Jim 
Arena. Arena had been alerted ear- 
lier that morning that an automobile 
had been sighted in the water off Dyke 
Bridge. The leader of a small police de- 
partment, Arena opted to go check it out 
himself. Arriving at the scene, he bor- 
rowed a swimsuit from the husband of 
Mrs. Sylvia Malm, whose house, often 
referred to as “Dyke House,” was a short 
distance from the bridge. He was un- 
able to open the door of the vehicle, and 
sent for John Farrar, a skin diver with 
the Search and Rescue Division of the 
Edgartown Volunteer Fire Department. 
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referred to as a “cookout” by Ted Kennedy, took place. This was where Kennedy and five other 
men (all but one married, without their wives) entertained six unmarried “Boiler Room Girls,” 
activists from the 1968 presidential campaign of Kennedy’s brother, Robert F. Kennedy. While 
grilled steaks were served for the “cookout,” an abundance of alcohol was also available. 
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Farrar recovered the body 
of Mary Jo Kopechne about 
9:00 a.m. 

Once Arena found out that 
the car was registered to Ken- 
nedy, he phoned his office 
from the Malm house, and 
found out that Kennedy was 
there. Arena returned to the 
station and took Kennedy’s 
statement, which concluded 
with the words, “When I fully 
realized what had happened 
this morning, I immediately 
notified the police.” 

This would be one of many 
comments made by Kennedy 
over the next several days that 
were, simply put, not correct. 
Kennedy walked past houses 
on Chappaquiddick where he 
could have called police, in- 
cluding the Malm house less 
than 100 yards away, and the 
Chappaquiddick fire station. 
At 2:25 a.m., Kennedy asked 
a hotel clerk for the time — 
apparently establishing an 
alibi — and made several 
phone calls before he finally 
contacted the police. It took 
Kennedy well over an hour 
after he emerged from his 
hotel room the next morning 
to make his way to the police 
station. There were many glaring inconsis- 
tencies in his story — both in the written 
statement for Arena (written by Markham, 
now back in Edgartown) and in the tele- 
vised address made a week later (com- 
posed after several days of consultation 
with a team of lawyers and speechwriters, 
including Ted Sorenson). 

Everyone — the Edgartown Police 
Department, the district attorney’s office, 
the medical examiner, the inquest held to 
look into the matter, and the grand jury — 
ultimately failed to hold Kennedy to ac- 
count for his actions, which had resulted 
in the death of Mary Jo Kopechne. The 
Edgartown prosecutor, Walter Steele, had 
even known Kennedy for several years, 
having served together with him as an as- 
sistant district attorney! The clever eva- 
sions of the Kennedy team managed to 
keep legal authorities from uncovering 
the full truth of the tragic episode. 
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Girl gone: Mary Jo Kopechne, the young woman whom Kennedy 
left to die in Poucha Pond, was no “airhead,” but was actually an 
accomplished political operative and speechwriter. After a drunken 
party, she went off alone with Teddy Kennedy and died in his 
wrecked Car. 


Search for the Truth 
What was the truth? At this late date, with 
most of the participants now dead, we can 
never have a complete picture of what 
happened. Kennedy pled guilty to leaving 
the scene of an accident. He was let off 
with a two-month sentence, which was 
suspended. In the later inquest, the judge 
was so pro-Kennedy that District Attorney 
Edward Dinis threatened to walk out of 
the proceedings if the judge did not allow 
him to do his job. And Dinis was no right- 
wing Republican. He had been a delegate 
to the Democratic National Convention in 
1956, personally escorting Senator John 
Kennedy to the speaker’s platform when 
Kennedy ran unsuccessfully for vice-pres- 
ident. Dinis had even failed in a bid for 
Congress on the Democratic Party ticket, 
bitterly comparing a newspaper that op- 
posed him to The John Birch Society. 
Following the death of Mary Jo, the as- 


sistant medical examiner quickly 
concluded that she had died by 
drowning, despite performing no 
autopsy. The next day, when the 
district attorney had a better grasp 
of the unusual circumstances of 
her death, he called for an autop- 
sy. He was told, incorrectly, that 
her body had already left the state 
for burial in Pennsylvania. Soon, 
however, it really was removed 
from Dinis’ jurisdiction — on 
a Kennedy-chartered plane, her 
body accompanied by Kennedy’s 
legislative aide, Dun Gifford! 

Later, when Dinis filed a petition 
to have Kopechne’s body exhumed 
so an autopsy could be performed, 
the case was heard by Judge Ber- 
nard Brominski of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. Brominski insisted 
that Dinis bring his petition to him 
in person. When Dinis entered the 
judge’s office, he noted a huge bust 
of John Kennedy. Not surprisingly, 
Brominski ruled that there was no 
justification to exhume the body of 
Mary Jo for an autopsy. 

In all fairness, the grand jury, led 
by a local druggist, Leslie Leland, 
did want to delve deeper into the 
case and explore the unanswered 
questions, and hopefully reveal 
what were the actual circumstances 
of Mary Jo’s death. However, the 
supervision of the grand jury was assigned 
to Judge Wilfred Paquet. Paquet was a for- 
mer member of the Massachusetts Demo- 
cratic state committee, who had managed 
the campaign of Democrat Governor Paul 
Dever. One fellow judge said that Paquet 
was a known “Kennedyphile.” 

To the shock of the grand jury, Paquet 
opened the session with an hour-long 
speech, stressing the restrictions upon their 
investigation. He did not even allow them 
to be provided the transcript of the inquest 
in which Senator Kennedy and other im- 
portant witnesses had answered questions, 
and he told them that they could not call 
any of the witnesses who had testified at 
the inquest. That left them with calling 
four rather inconsequential “witnesses,” 
before adjourning in disgust. Paquet then 
warned them that they were bound by a 
permanent pledge of secrecy. 

Leland later wrote a book about his 
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Scene of the crime — one of them anyway: Early on the morning of July 19, 1969, Senator 


Edward Kennedy became the first driver in the 22-year history of Dyke Bridge to plunge off its 
side into Poucha Pond. Reader’s Digest magazine commissioned a series of tests by experts, who 
determined that Kennedy was most likely driving around 35 miles per hour when the car plunged 
into the water below. Beyond Dyke Bridge is a secluded beach, located next to the Atlantic Ocean. 


experiences, Left to Die, detailing the ob- 
stacles placed in their way, and relating 
anonymous threats that were made against 
him and his family if the grand jury pur- 
sued the case. District Attorney Dinis later 
conceded that he was sure that if the grand 
jury had been allowed to function, they 
probably would have returned an indict- 
ment for manslaughter. 

What evidence might have led the grand 
jury to make such a serious charge against 
a U.S. senator, a Kennedy, who was con- 
sidered the leading candidate for the Dem- 
ocratic nomination for president in 1972, 
if he sought it? 


Challenges Emerge 

to Kennedy's Version of Events 

Over the years, many books have been 
published on the Chappaquiddick Affair. 
Perhaps the most well known was Sena- 
torial Privilege: The Chappaquiddick 
Cover-Up, by Leo Damore. Despite giv- 
ing Damore a $150,000 advance, Random 
House ultimately refused to publish the 
book, forcing him to get it published by 


a smaller and much more conservative 
publisher, Regnery Gateway, in 1988. It 
became a best-seller. Damore had almost 
completed a second book on Ted Kennedy 
in 1995 when he died from a gunshot. Po- 
lice concluded his death was a suicide. 

In the Damore book, as well as others 
by Zad Rust (Teddy Bare) and Kenneth 
Kapel (Chappaquiddick Revealed) and an 
explosive magazine piece by Reader ’s Di- 
gest in 1980, a wealth of information was 
uncovered, along with much speculation 
based on that information. 

Even before these books and others 
like them were written, Kennedy’s own 
explanation for the events simply did not 
appear to make sense. In his statement to 
the Edgartown police, Kennedy claimed 
he was on his way back to the ferry and, 
unfamiliar with the road (despite having 
been over it several times), “turned right 
on the Dyke Road instead of bearing hard 
left on Main Street.” This is difficult to 
believe, as “Main Street,” as he called 
it, is a paved road that curves left, com- 
plete with signs pointing left to the ferry. 


It took Kennedy well over an hour after he emerged from his hotel 
room the next morning to make his way to the police station. 
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Dyke Road, on the other hand, was a very 
rough dirt road. To leave the paved road, 
one would have to come to almost a com- 
plete stop to turn right onto Dyke Road. 
Kennedy later told the inquest that he had 
no place to turn around once he was on 
Dyke Road, but there was actually more 
than one driveway that he could have 
used for that purpose. And his pleading 
unfamiliarity with the road was uncon- 
vincing because he had been down Dyke 
Road earlier in the day, when he, Mary 
Jo, and others had gone swimming in the 
ocean located just beyond the bridge he 
failed to cross. 

Then, he introduced a possible defense: 
“T was exhausted and in a state of shock.” 
In their book, Chappaquiddick: The Real 
Story, James Lange and Katherine DeWitt 
lamely attempted to argue that this was 
actually the case, offering it as the most 
logical explanation for all of the oddities 
of Kennedy’s behavior, including his fail- 
ure to report the incident for several hours. 
They even seem to accept that Kennedy 
had really hurt his neck (thus the famous 
neck brace he wore to Mary Jo’s funeral 
the next week). When this writer asked 
Chief Arena if Kennedy displayed any 
sign of shock, or any problem with his 
neck early the next morning, he emphati- 
cally told me no. In Damore’s Senatorial 
Privilege, Arena is quoted as saying he 
took a “real close look at” Kennedy, and 
recalled, “I found it hard to believe that the 
Senator had been in a major automobile 
accident. His face bore no traces of any 
marks. He never sat down or appeared in 
any kind of physical discomfort. If he had 
been injured, in shock, or confused, noth- 
ing of it lingered in our meeting.” 

Several others offered similar observa- 
tions. Zad Rust, in his Teddy Bare, noted 
that, according to Kennedy’s story, “en- 
cumbered by a back-brace and soaked 
clothes and shoes after his near-drown- 
ing,” he was able to walk a mile and a half 
back to the cottage, seek out Gargan and 
Markham and explain what had happened, 
then “take them back to the accident scene; 
to direct their efforts to save the trapped 
girl; and a few minutes later to jump into 
the strong current of the Martha’s Vine- 
yard channel, which is 500 feet wide, 
swim across it, and reach the harbor,” and 
then reappear “composed and dry at 2:25 
a.m. that same night standing in front of 
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his hotel neatly clothed and talking and 
acting in a way that betrayed no strain or 
emotional disturbance.” 

His supposed amnesia was very selec- 
tive. “Of all his ‘scrambled thoughts,’ he 
remembered only those that provided jus- 
tification for his delay in reporting the ac- 
cident to the police,” Rust concluded. 

Ferryman Harvey Ewing saw Kennedy 
early the next morning, and decided to 
take a photograph, but Kennedy was walk- 
ing so fast that the picture is out of focus. 
He said Kennedy looked “in fine shape,” 
and it surprised him to find out later that 
the senator had been in an automobile ac- 
cident. “I’d watched him closely and his 
movements were completely normal. My 
impression was, he looked in good shape.” 

Dr. Milton Brougham, chief of neuro- 
surgery at Cape Cod hospital, performed 
an electroencephalogram on Kennedy at 
his regular doctor’s request, which re- 
vealed “no abnormalities.” According to 
the Boston Globe, medical authorities they 
consulted said that any neurological symp- 
toms or alterations of awareness, levels of 
consciousness, or memory would have 
shown up on the test. 

Since neurological problems with mem- 
ory loss do not adequately explain the drive 
off Dyke Bridge and the actions of Edward 
Kennedy for the next several hours, other 
theories have been proposed. Some of the 
most ardent of Kennedy defenders have 
proposed that the CIA somehow framed 
him, at the direction of President Nixon. 
Others have suggested that Kennedy was 
not even in the car when Mary Jo drove 
off the bridge. 


Other Theories of 

What Happened at Chappaquiddick 
One theory seems to have some valid- 
ity until receiving closer examination. 
Donald Nelson, in his Chappaquiddick 
Tragedy: Kennedys Second Passenger 
Revealed, asserted that it was another 
woman, Rosemary Keough, who was in 
the front seat with Kennedy. This theory 
rests on the discovery of Keough’s pock- 
etbook in the car after it was pulled from 
the pond. Nelson argued in his book that 
Mary Jo was asleep in the back seat of the 
car, and while both Kennedy and Keough 
were able to get out of the car, they were 
unaware of Kopechne’s presence until her 
body was discovered the next morning. 
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While believed by some, this theory just 
has too many holes. For one thing, it is 
well established that cookout participants 
Charles Tretter and Keough left the cot- 
tage at 11:15 p.m. for a “walk” that lasted 
until two o’clock the next morning. Be- 
sides that, when Arena expressed condo- 
lences to Kennedy the next morning for 
his “friend Rosemary Keough” (because 
of the discovery of the pocketbook), Ken- 
nedy immediately responded that the 
woman in the car was Mary Jo Kopechne. 
Logically, if Kennedy was unaware that 
she was in the back seat of the car the night 
before, he would have still been unaware 
of it the next day. 

It seems likely that Kennedy’s testi- 
mony that he and Mary Jo left the party 
around 11:30 p.m. is correct, but his con- 
tention that he drove off the Dyke Bridge 
only a few minutes later is contradicted 
by the testimony of Dukes County Deputy 
Sheriff Christopher Look. Kennedy was 
insistent that he was at the Dyke Bridge 
at 12:20 a.m., with Markham and Gargan, 
who were making an effort to save Mary 
Jo. When challenged on this time claim, 
Kennedy argued that he noted the time on 
the rented Valiant’s clock. 

The problem is that the Valiant had no 
clock. 

Look, a descendant of the famed Revo- 
lutionary War hero John Paul Jones and 


vgnthouse Beech 9 


Edgartown, 


a well-respected person on the island (he 
later won several elections for sheriff), 
was nearing the end of his shift at the Ed- 
gartown Yacht Club, where he was work- 
ing as a security guard. Several witnesses 
confirm that Look left the club around 
12:25 a.m., bound for his home on Chap- 
paquiddick Island. At 12:45 a.m., a time 
when Kennedy claimed his Olds was sub- 
merged in the pond, Look saw a black car 
approaching the intersection where the 
main road curved toward the ferry, Dyke 
Road, and Cemetery Road. 

The black sedan passed in front of 
Look, as he slowed almost to a stop. He 
explained that many will make the curve 
too sharp, and that he did not want to get 
“sideswiped.” He could see a man and a 
woman in the front seat. 

The car continued forward onto Cem- 
etery Road, a private dirt road, then 
stopped. As it appeared to Look that they 
were about to back up, Look reasoned the 
couple might be lost. He stopped his own 
sheriff’s cruiser and began to walk toward 
the vehicle. When he closed to about 25 
feet, the car began backing up, then sprang 
forward rapidly down Dyke Road. He 
noted the tag began with an L, and includ- 
ed 7s at the beginning and the end. 

The next morning, as Look watched 
Kennedy’s car being pulled out of the 
pond, he walked over to officer Rob- 
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Mapping out his story: This map shows the location of Chappaquiddick Island, which is about 
500 feet off Martha’s Vineyard, an island along the coast of Massachusetts. Kennedy claimed 
that he was taking Mary Jo back to the ferry, so they could return to Edgartown (a small town on 
Martha’s Vineyard), when he “accidentally” made a right turn off a paved road onto the extremely 
rough dirt Dyke Road leading to Dyke Bridge, which Kennedy drove off moments later. 
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This would be one of many comments made by Kennedy over 

the next several days that were, simply put, not correct. Kennedy 
walked past houses on Chappaquiddick where he could have called 
police, including the Malm house less than 100 yards away, and the 


Chappaquiddick fire station. 


ert Bruguiere. Bruguiere told THE NEw 
AMERICAN that Look told him, “That is 
the same car I saw last night.” When Bru- 
guiere informed him that it was registered 
to Teddy Kennedy, Look jokingly said, “I 
didn’t see anything.” 

But of course he had. As the Washington 
Post wrote in 1979, “The dispute can be 
stated simply: If Look saw what he said he 
saw the night of the accident, Kennedy’s 
account of the tragedy is a tissue of lies.” 

Why is this so important? It means 
that Kennedy was somewhere on 
Chappaquiddick Island for over an hour 
with Mary Jo Kopechne, a woman not 


his wife, in the middle of the night. The 
most innocent explanation is that they 
were simply discussing politics, possibly 
his upcoming race against Nixon in ’72. 
But whatever he and Mary Jo were doing 
at 12:45 a.m., Kennedy certainly did not 
want to be found behind the wheel of an 
automobile by a deputy sheriff, in a state 
of drunkenness, with an attractive young 
woman. The timing was important for 
another reason. The ferry was known to 
cease operation after midnight, destroy- 
ing Kennedy’s claim that he was going 
to the ferry. 

Not surprisingly, Kennedy insisted that 
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Justification attempt: In a nationally televised address, Kennedy attempted to explain the events 
of a week earlier and why he waited almost 10 hours before reporting the accident that took 

the life of Mary Jo Kopechne. Despite the tragedy, Kennedy won reelection the next year to the 
Senate, but the Chappaquiddick incident is believed to have cost him a good chance to ever win 


the presidency. 
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his time frame was correct and Look had 


not seen his car at 12:45 a.m. But, as Look 
later put it, “Either he’s lying or I am.” 
A check of Massachusetts license plates 
found only seven other black Oldsmobiles 
with plates that began with an L and a7 
and ended with a 7 in the entire state, ac- 
cording to investigators. 

It is most likely that Kennedy’s Olds 
shot off Dyke Bridge a few minutes later, 
making Kennedy the only person in the 
bridge’s 22-year history to accomplish 
that feat. Witnesses have admitted that 
Kennedy had begun drinking earlier in 
the day, and he had yet another drink be- 
fore the other guests arrived at Lawrence 
Cottage. Damore wrote, “It was also com- 
mon knowledge that Teddy Kennedy was 
drinking more than it was wise for him to 
do on public occasions.” 

The results of the blood-alcohol test 
conducted after her death showed that 
Mary Jo was “drunk” at the time of her 
death. 

To find out just how fast Kennedy was 
driving, Reader ’s Digest consulted traffic 
engineers “with long experience in evalu- 
ating accidents for both the federal gov- 
ernment and private clients.” The study 
was conducted by Raymond McHenry, 
considered among the nation’s “foremost 
experts” in automobile-accident analysis. 
Using sophisticated analytical techniques, 
he ran his data through a computer and 
calculated that Kennedy, who was driv- 
ing on the wrong side of the road, hit the 
bridge at about 34 miles per hour. The car 
shot about 35 feet into the water. 

As the car went off the bridge, the 
front and right side of the car would have 
dipped and hit the water, and the car would 
have tipped over onto its roof. Kennedy’s 
window was rolled down, and the force 
of the water coming from the passenger 
side perhaps propelled him up and out of 
the car. Mary Jo, however, never got out 
of the car. 


What Caused the 

Death of Mary Jo Kopechne? 

As a teenager at the time of this event, this 
author wondered: If Kennedy made it out 
of the car, why did his female passenger 
remain in the vehicle and drown? Actu- 
ally, the evidence indicates that she most 
likely suffocated, not drowned. But why 
did she not get out of the car? After all, she 
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could swim, the water was only 
seven feet deep, and they were 
only about 10 feet from the shore. 
As I read several books and maga- 
zine and Internet accounts of the 
whole tragic episode, I formulated 
what I believe is the most logical 
explanation. 

I now believe it was a combi- 
nation of factors. Mary Jo had 
a reputation as only a moder- 
ate drinker, but that night she 
was in a state of intoxication. 
It was pitch black and she was 
no doubt disoriented, with the 
car turned upside down. At the 
hearing for the petition to grant 
an exhumation and an autopsy, 
it was revealed that a series of 
tests indicated blood stains on 
the back of Kopechne’s blouse. 
Perhaps in the course of the ac- 
cident, she received a blow to 
the back of the head, leaving her 
in a reduced state of conscious- 
ness. The blood stains would also 
be consistent with death by suf- 
focation, rather than drowning. 
Exactly what caused the blood 
stains is just one of the reasons 
that an autopsy was called for. 
But, a “Kennedyphile” judge in 
Pennsylvania thought otherwise. 

Another reason for an autopsy 
was to look for evidence as to 
how long she was alive after the wreck, 
while Kennedy was failing to report it. 
(Within a short walking distance, there 
was a house near Dyke Bridge, where 
Kennedy could have phoned for assis- 
tance). The skin diver, John Farrar, who 
eventually retrieved Mary Jo’s body out 
of Kennedy’s car, was convinced that she 
lived for at least an hour, and probably 
more, in an air pocket. When he reached 
her body the next morning, he found it 
rigid, with both of her arms outstretched, 
clawing at the bottom of the back seat, 
with her head arched backward, as 
though gasping for air in a floorboard not 
yet submerged in water. This led Farrar to 
conclude that she died, not by drowning, 
but by asphyxiation. The mortician sup- 
ported Farrar’s contention, noting that he 
had never seen so little water in a drown- 
ing victim. He also believed her cause of 
death was suffocation. 
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THE UNTOLD TRUE STORY 


CHAPPAOUIDDICK 
CERT 


Truth finally getting out: Despite stiff opposition from many in 
Hollywood’s liberal establishment, the movie Chappaquiddick 
opened nationwide on April 6. It has sparked renewed interest in 
the historical event. The movie sticks quite close to the known 
events of the tragic episode. Jason Clarke as Ted Kennedy 

and Kate Mara as the doomed Mary Jo Kopechne give strong 
performances, as do the rest of the cast. 


Farrar contended that she may have 
lived for as long as four hours. “There 
would have been an airlock in the car — 
there always is in such submersions — 
that would have kept her alive,” Farrar in- 
sisted. “If we had been called, I could have 
reached the scene in 45 minutes.” Chief 
Arena was disinclined to believe Farrar’s 
remarks until he received a clipped article 
from the The Boston Herald Traveler in 
the mail. It told of a woman in New Hamp- 
shire who had spent five hours in a sub- 
merged automobile. Doctors said an air 
bubble inside the car had enabled her to 
breathe. Unlike the unfortunate Mary Jo, 
she survived her ordeal. 

Farrar was not allowed to testify at the 
inquest, but another witness, Dr. Werner 
Spitz, deputy chief medical examiner for 
the state of Maryland, insisted that, based 
on his reading of the medical examiner’s 
report, Mary Jo did not die immediately, 


but was able to breathe air for an 
undetermined length of time. 

If Farrar, the mortician, and 
Spitz are all correct, then Mary 
Jo was most likely gasping for 
air in a semi-conscious state, 
while Kennedy was back in Ed- 
gartown at 2:25 in the morning, 
“checking the time” with the 
hotel clerk. Whatever his inten- 
tion, this could have created a 
nice alibi for Kennedy that he 
was across the channel in Edgar- 
town while Mary Jo Kopechne 
was dead — or near death — in 
his 1967 Olds. 

Clearly, the state of Massachu- 
setts failed her. Attorney Melvin 
Belli, in commenting on the lack 
of justice for the young woman, 
said the Kennedys have “gone 
around parading themselves as 
sponsors of little people and yet 
let that little person in the back 
seat of a car go unexamined to the 
grave.” And, in his own unique 
way, Senator Barry Goldwater 
remarked, “If I had run that girl 
off that bridge, you wouldn’t have 
heard the end of it.” 

Yet when Senator Kennedy 
delivered his speech a few days 
after Mary Jo’s death, a good 
one-fourth of his television ad- 
dress was devoted to his own po- 
litical future, complete with the statement 
in which he asked whether “some awful 
curse” hung over his family. He asked the 
people of Massachusetts to help him de- 
cide whether to resign or continue to serve 
them in the Senate. 

Perhaps Senator Kennedy said it best, 
although he was referencing the Water- 
gate Scandal and not the leniency given 
to him by the legal authorities of Mas- 
sachusetts, when he said, “Do we operate 
under a system of equal justice under the 
law? Or is there one system for the aver- 
age citizen and another for the high and 
mighty?” 

The answer to Kennedy’s second ques- 
tion is a decided yes, at least in regard 
to what happened in Massachusetts in 
the summer of 1969. In the succeeding 
months, that state’s legal system was per- 
verted in an effort to salvage the political 
future of Senator Edward M. Kennedy. 


39 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


“Either Him or Me” 


Fox Carolina reported out of Gaffney, 
South Carolina, on April 6 about a failed 
home invasion that resulted in one of 
the perpetrators being killed. Police 
say 41-year-old Charles Shannon Alley 
knocked on the door of a house in the 
middle of the night and forced his way 
into the residence while wielding a shot- 
gun after the male homeowner opened the 
door. Alley and an accomplice physically 
struggled with the homeowner inside the 
house. While the men were fighting, a 
female occupant retrieved a firearm and 
fired two shots at Alley, who suffered a 
gunshot wound to the head and was later 
pronounced dead at the scene. Alley’s ac- 
complice ran from the house and is still 
being sought by authorities. 

Tim Anthony was later identified as the 
homeowner who fought with the shotgun- 
wielding home invader. Anthony recalled 
the details of that fateful night for Fox Car- 
olina: “I went to crack the door open and 
they barged, at least two of them, barged 
through the door and knocked me through 
the wall.” Anthony said his girlfriend fired 
two shots at Alley while they were in the 
midst of a life-and-death battle in the liv- 
ing room. “It was either him or me.” 


Sending a Criminal Fleeing 


In a similar story, Fox Carolina reported 
out of Walhalla, South Carolina, on April 
4 about an intruder who was stopped by 
an armed female homeowner. The sus- 
pect had broken in to the woman’s house 
and begun taking some personal property 
when the female homeowner confronted 
him. The woman was armed with a hand- 
gun, which she pointed at the burglar. The 
suspect ran as soon as he saw that he was 
staring down the barrel of a loaded gun. 
The scared criminal fled the scene, but 
was later apprehended by authorities who 
responded to the woman’s 911 call. 

The woman, Keri Reeves, later spoke 
with Fox Carolina about the terrifying 
ordeal, telling them that she was grate- 
ful that she was armed: “I immediately 
thought, he’s going to get a gun he’s about 
to shoot me, I’m not about to die in my 
own house.... This could’ve been a very 
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different situation had I not been properly 
armed.” Reeves called 911 soon after the 
suspect fled, but she broke down in tears 
as the realization of what just occurred 
sunk in: “I’m one of those people that can 
go from zero to a hundred in 2.5 seconds 
and I’m not a nice person normally, but as 
soon as I got on the phone with the sher- 
iff’s department he was out of sight. The 
severity of it hit me, and I was in hyster- 
ics. I was crying, I was scared, I was very 
shaken.” 

Thirty-three-year-old Ralph Jake Goss, 
Jr. was later arrested after he was located 
in a nearby area with some of the stolen 
property in his possession, as well as the 
tools that he allegedly used in the burglary. 
Goss was charged with burglary second 
degree, petit larceny, and possession of 
burglary tools. 


Seat of His Pants 


KOB.com reported on April 3 about a 
burglar who ended up getting shot in the 
seat of his pants. The incident unfolded 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where a 
homeowner was checking in on a prop- 
erty that she was looking to put up for 
sale soon. The woman and her boyfriend 
were going over to clean it up prior to 
putting it on the market, but when they 
entered the house, they discovered there 
was a man already there! The boyfriend 
cornered the man between the front door 
of the house and an outside security door, 
and the squatter pulled out a knife and 
swung it at the boyfriend’s face. The boy- 
friend pulled out the handgun he was car- 
rying and fired at the intruder, hitting the 
man in the buttocks. 

Police were soon called to the scene and 
discovered the injured suspect, who was 
later identified as 57-year-old Michael 
Dunn. Albuquerque Police Department 
Public Information Officer Simon Drobik 
told KOB.com, “The guy pulled a knife 
on him and took a swipe at his face [and] 
that homeowner decided to defend him- 
self.”” Drobik added, ““We don’t advocate 
shooting anybody, of course.... But in this 
circumstance, he was defending himself.” 

Dunn was later charged with aggravated 
burglary and aggravated assault. 


IHOP, Uber, and 
Armed Self-defense 


The successful ride-sharing company Uber 
has expanded its service offerings to in- 
clude food delivery. Customers can now 
order food and have it delivered via Uber 
Eats. Some thugs recently decided to tar- 
get an Uber Eats driver for a robbery at- 
tempt. The Commercial Appeal reported on 
March 29 about the crime, which occurred 
in Whitehaven, Tennessee. 

The Uber Eats driver pulled into the 
parking lot of an IHOP to pick up a meal, 
which he was slated to deliver to a poten- 
tial customer. Little did the unsuspecting 
driver know that he was being watched 
from a distance by three criminals, who 
were hoping to surprise him and steal both 
his vehicle and his money. 

As the driver exited the IHOP with his 
food and attempted to reenter his vehi- 
cle, the criminals sprang into action. One 
man ran up to the driver and pointed a 
gun at him. The armed robber demanded 
the Uber driver’s keys and his cash. The 
driver reacted quickly and pretended to 
reach into his vehicle to comply with the 
robber’s demands, but instead, the driver 
retrieved his own firearm. He pulled out a 
handgun and fired twice at the armed rob- 
ber, seriously injuring him. The wounded 
suspect fell to the ground, where he re- 
mained as his two accomplices fired at 
the Uber driver. 

The Uber driver’s wife, who was in the 
passenger seat of the car, ducked down on 
the floor of the vehicle as the exchange of 
bullets flew through the air. 

The Uber driver fired back at the two 
other armed robbers, who fled from the 
gunfight. The uninjured Uber driver hit 
one of the other two men who were shoot- 
ing at him. The injured second assailant 
was later arrested at a nearby hospital, 
where he went for treatment for his in- 
jury. Authorities were called to the scene, 
where they discovered the one injured sus- 
pect lying in the parking lot. Police are still 
investigating and are looking for the third 
suspect, and they believe these three men 
are connected to another robbery that oc- 
curred in the area. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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While Overspending 
Drives Deficits & Debt, 
It Isn’t Predestined 


ITEM: The New York Times reported on 
March 23 that President Trump, “hours 
after threatening to veto a $1.3 trillion 
spending bill and throwing the capital 
into turmoil, signed it into law on Friday, 
yielding to advisers and Republican lead- 
ers who urged him against manufacturing 
a government shutdown crisis.” 

“Even as he signed the bill, the presi- 
dent seethed about being forced to swal- 
low legislation that broadly repudiated an 
agenda that once foresaw the reshaping of 
the federal government into his ‘America 
First’ image.” 

“His stated reason [for the belated veto 
threat] was its lack of funding for his prom- 
ised border wall, but that was only one 
disappointment for the president in a mea- 
sure that blocked the hiring of thousands 
of new border patrol agents; stopped deep 
cuts to foreign aid, the diplomatic corps 
and environmental programs; thwarted 
a push to fund vouchers for private and 
parochial schools; and even rescued the 
National Endowments for the Arts and the 
Humanities.” 

“There are a lot of things that we 
shouldnt have had in this bill. But we 
were, in a sense, forced — if we want to 
build our military — we were forced to 
have,” Trump said. 

The president warned, “I will never 
sign another bill like this again — I’m not 
going to do it again.” 

Item: The editors of the liberal estab- 
lishment’s New York Times for March 28 
cheered: “In this time of political division, 
the broad story line of the omnibus spend- 
ing bill approved late last week is largely 
a heartening one.” Congress, said the 
editors, “repudiated President Trump's 
extreme budget cuts in rare bipartisan 
fashion.” 

CORRECTION: When the president vowed 
that he would never again be stuck in a situ- 
ation where he felt he had to accept a last- 
minute bloated budget bill that was replete 
with unwanted provisions lest the govern- 
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Paperweight: President Trump shows the mammoth omnibus spending bill he signed March 23. 
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The bill is larded with Democrat spending initiatives and increased military spending. 


ment shut down, he undoubtedly meant it, 
and his caving in doesn’t mean that the same 
scenario must go on or —as liberals believe 
— should go on. Many of his predecessors 
no doubt thought that in similar situations. 
When Ronald Reagan faced a bill that he 
hated in 1987, one that was stuffed with 
157 “earmarks” inserted by members of 
Congress, Reagan said he had never seen so 
“much lard” since the time he “handed out 
blue ribbons at the Iowa State Fair.” Rea- 
gan’s resultant veto was overridden. 

A chief problem then, and even more so 
these days, is deficit spending — largely 
to pay for so-called entitlements. 

Trump was clearly burned that Rep- 
resentative Nancy Pelosi, the minority 
leader, was smirking about how her forces 
had whipped the GOP congressional lead- 
ership by passing legislation that, as she 
put it, had so many Democratic “priorities 
that we’re very proud of ina bill that’s one 
yard high.” The document did have more 
than 2,200 pages, most of them containing 
bad news for conservatives. 

The president indicated that the increase 
for the military was his deciding reason for 
signing the bill. It was the rest of the bill 
that had the New York Times and the Left 
in general gloating. 

Others were aghast. An examination by 
the Committee for a Responsible Federal 


Budget has projected that the United States 
will run $2 trillion annual budget deficits 
by 2027, with the nation burdened with a 
debt-to-gross domestic product ratio of 105 
percent. That is a level unprecedented since 
the end of the Second World War. “With 
this deal, we will experience trillion-dollar 
deficits permanently,” said Andy Roth, vice 
president of the Club for Growth. “That sort 
of behavior, the last time I checked, is not 
in the Republican platform.” 

The profligate nature of the $1.3 trillion 
omnibus bill — signed by a Republican 
president with a GOP majority in both 
houses — offered relatively little to show 
off to conservative and other burdened 
taxpayers. The deal that included more 
military funding cost dearly in other ways, 
as the Washington Times summarized. In 
return, said the paper, Trump gave 


a $65 billion boost to Democrats’ 
domestic spending priorities, includ- 
ing $3 million more for the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Humani- 
ties. Both are causes that Mr. Trump 
wants to nix. 

Democrats also retained fund- 
ing for the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, a longtime nemesis 
of the right. 
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Mr. Trump didn’t get funding for 
many of his top priorities. The bill 
failed to remove funds for Planned 
Parenthood and sanctuary cities, hire 
as many border and immigration 
agents as he wants, and allotted just 
$1.6 billion for a border wall — far 
short of the $25 billion the White 
House requested. 


There’s plenty to hate in the omnibus bill, 
which was purposely given to legisla- 
tors too late for them to read it properly 
prior to voting. The people’s representa- 
tives boosted “discretionary spending” 
of the people’s money by 13 percent in 
a single year. As Chris Edwards noted in 
The Hill newspaper, that bill also scrapped 
“the budget caps that were the singular 
achievement of reformers after the land- 
mark 2010 election.” 

Edwards, the editor of www.Down- 
sizingGovernment.org at the Cato Insti- 
tute, also noted that many observers see 
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid 
as the true budget-busters, as opposed to 
“discretionary” programs. That’s true. 


However, as he commented, the omni- 
bus bill was 


so discouraging because cutting low- 
value discretionary programs should 
be an easy reform step before the big- 
ger challenge of entitlements. 

How are Republicans going to re- 
form entitlements if they won’t even 
push cuts to wasteful liberal programs 
that GOP voters don’t care about? 

In the omnibus deal, the Demo- 
crats took the Republicans to the 
cleaners. But a more unnerving up- 
shot is that majorities in both parties 
seem entranced by federal spend- 
ing. They seem to think that is a free 
lunch which magically solves soci- 
ety’s problems. 

There is little appreciation that 
government spending sucks resourc- 
es out of the private economy and 
undermines freedom and prosperity. 


Yet there are all sorts of programs scream- 
ing to be eliminated or reduced. Without 
breaking a sweat, the Heritage Founda- 


Democrat smirks: Despite Republicans controlling the House, the Senate, and the presidency, 
Congress passed a spending bill that seemingly catered to Democrats, giving them most of what 
they demanded, while giving Trump little of what he demanded. 
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tion several months ago identified about 
$87 billion in discretionary spending cuts 
available this year alone. 

They are still available — though they 
are now mocking us. 

In March, five economists from the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford Univer- 
sity summarized the coming increases in 
public debt burden (public debt is a por- 
tion of the national debt) because of such 
spending. And this is not the far future. As 
noted by the five — Michael J. Boskin, 
John H. Cochrane, John F. Cogan, George 
P. Shultz, and John B. Taylor — in a col- 
umn for the Washington Post, that future 


is on our doorstep. From this point 
forward, even if economic growth 
continues uninterrupted, current tax 
and spending patterns imply that an- 
nual deficits will steadily increase, 
approaching the $1 trillion mark in 
two years and steadily rising thereaf- 
ter as far as the eye can see. 

Unless Congress acts to reduce 
federal budget deficits, the outstand- 
ing public debt will reach $20 tril- 
lion a scant five years from now, up 
from its current level of $15 trillion. 
That amounts to almost a quarter of 
million dollars for a family of four, 
more than twice the median house- 
hold wealth. 

This string of perpetually rising 
trillion-dollar-plus deficits is unprec- 
edented in U.S. history. 


At the root of the problem are politicians 
who promise frugality and then spill red 
ink in every direction — representatives 
of a country where everything seems to 
be under government control except the 
National Debt and the federal budget. 

We have forgotten the warning of, 
among others, Thomas Jefferson, who saw 
that uncontrolled spending would lead to 
increasing debt: “To preserve our inde- 
pendence, we must not let our rulers load 
us with perpetual debt. We must make our 
election between economy and liberty, or 
profusion and servitude.” 

It would be cruel and unusual punish- 
ment if Tom were reincarnated and forced 
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to live in Washington these days when 
“entitlements” hold sway. We can’t afford 
all of these expenditures: The government 
collects about $2.5 trillion in revenue each 
year, but it spends around $4 trillion. If 
you want to map out a national crisis, try 
sharing the wealth by adding debt. 

John Cogan, one of the Hoover Insti- 
tution’s economists cited above, is the 
author of The High Cost of Good Inten- 
tions: A History of U.S. Federal Entitle- 
ment Programs. He warns that what have 
become known as “entitlements” continue 
to drive budget deficits and the National 
Debt. Writing in the Wall Street Journal 
for February 22, Cogan notes: 


Since the end of World War II, feder- 
al tax revenue has grown 15% faster 
than national income — while feder- 
al spending has grown 50% faster... 

All — yes, all — of the increase in 
federal spending relative to GDP over 
the past seven decades is attributable 
to entitlement spending. Since the late 
1940s, entitlement claims on the na- 
tion’s output of goods and services 
have risen from less than 4% to 14%. 


As he writes, such entitlements include 
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
disability insurance, food stamps, and “a 
host of other welfare programs.” Senior 
Hoover fellow Cogan continues: 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


If you’re seeking the reason for the 
federal government’s chronic budget 
deficits and crushing national debt, 
look no further than entitlement pro- 
grams.... Entitlement spending ac- 
counts for nearly two-thirds of fed- 
eral spending.... 

What about the future? Social Se- 
curity and Medicare expenditures are 
accelerating now that baby boomers 
have begun to collect their govern- 
ment-financed retirement and health- 
care benefits. If left unchecked, these 
programs will push government 
spending to levels never seen during 
peacetime. 

Financing this spending will re- 
quire either record levels of taxation 
or debt. 


Unfortunately, the Congress seems more 
likely to create more entitlements than to 
fix the unsustainable programs being left 
for our children and grandchildren to pay. 
The next one in line seems to be a federal 
entitlement for paid family leave for the 
birth or adoption of a child. Welcome, Ju- 
nior: Here’s the bill. 

Meanwhile, the angered reaction over 
the passage of the recent omnibus spend- 
ing bill, at least in some non-progressive 
quarters, was so negative that the White 
House is said to be looking for an escape 
route. It faces long odds. What is being 


considered is the use of a provision of the 
Congressional Budget and Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974. This could lead to 
the White House proposing the rescinding 
of specified funds, with the proviso that 
Congress approve the cuts within 45 days. 

The option was initially raised in print 
by Kimberley Strassel of the Wall Street 
Journal. The action, as we write, has been 
mentioned by Politico and the Associated 
Press, among others, though the possibil- 
ity has been largely flying below the radar 
of the major television networks. The AP 
(April 3) pointed out that Republicans had 
run “into a buzz saw of conservative criti- 
cism over a deficit-expanding new bud- 
get.” As a result, “GOP leaders and the 
White House are looking for ways to undo 
the damage by allowing President Donald 
Trump to rescind some of the spending he 
signed into law.” As the wire service said, 
such a rollback would be unusual. “But 
it would also offer Republicans a way 
to save face amid the backlash over the 
bill that conservatives, and Trump him- 
self, complain gives too much money for 
Democratic priorities.” 

Representative Kevin McCarthy 
(R-Calif.), the House majority leader, has 
been working with the Trump administra- 
tion on the option, according to his office. 
If the president does make the move, he 
would have to send lawmakers a specif- 
ic list of accounts and programs that he 
believes to be overfunded. Potential fast- 
track procedures are available in both the 
House and Senate. Assuming a rescission 
bill gets discharged, as Government Ex- 
ecutive has noted, it “would face an expe- 
dited vote requiring a simple majority vote 
in both chambers of Congress.” 

The prospect is a longshot. Historically, 
Congress has only been supportive around 
39 percent of the time (according to Gov- 
ernment Accountability Office testimony 
in 2009) to presidential requests to reduce 
funding allocations. 

Still, you don’t win unless you try. At 
the very least, this would give members 
of Congress time to read the language of 
the massive spending bill that they already 
imprudently passed. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


James Comey, Deep-state Operative 


ong before it hit the 
market, it was a sure 
thing that James 


Comey’s “tell all” book, 4 
Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, 
and Leadership, was going 
to be a major thrust in the 
Deep State’s multi-pronged 
attack to unseat President 
Donald Trump and over- 
throw the results of the No- 
vember 2016 election. For 
more than a year, the for- 
mer FBI director has been 
built up in the establishment 
media as a paragon of virtue 
heroically standing in op- 
position to a lawless, ram- 
paging White House bully. 
When President Trump fired him, and rightly so, Comey was 
quickly rewarded with a $2 million book deal, unprecedented 
for a former FBI director, or anyone else of that stature in the 
federal government. Moreover, he has become a media celeb- 
rity and, according to the All-American Speakers Bureau, he 
can be booked to speak to your gathering for a mere $100,000- 
$200,000. So, Comey can now rake in more in a single speech 
than he did in a whole year at his top FBI salary ($185,000). 
And now that he’s on a continuous-run circuit of Big Media 
interviews, his speaker fees can only go up, perhaps even to 
the Hillary Clinton level ($325,000). 

In his interviews and in his book, Comey strikes the same 
oily, sanctimonious pose that we witnessed while he was still 
heading the FBI, a phony piety belied by indisputable facts 
showing him to be a lying, leaking, servile self-promoter. If 
he has a higher loyalty, it is not to the truth, but to those who 
are intent on destroying our constitutional Republic and sub- 
merging us in their “new world order.” Harsh? Yes, but true 
nonetheless. During televised testimony before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee in May 2017, Senator Charles Grassley 
(R-Iowa) asked Comey if he had ever leaked information. 
“Never!” was Comey’s immediate reply. Senator Grassley 
pushed further, asking if he had authorized anyone else to 
leak information to the press regarding the FBI’s investiga- 
tion. “No,” was his terse response. To put the questions and 
responses in context, this came at a time when persons within 
the D.C. “Swamp” were leaking information on a daily basis 
to damage the new Trump administration, a practice that has 
continued. “If I find out that people were leaking informa- 
tion about our investigations, whether to reporters or to pri- 
vate parties, there’Il be severe consequences,” the FBI chief 
pledged. 

However, the following month, before the Senate Intel- 
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ligence Committee, Comey 
admitted that he had leaked 
a memo of his privileged 
conversation with President 
Trump. “I asked a friend of 
mine to share the content of 
the memo with a reporter,” 
Comey said. That friend 
turned out to be Columbia 
University Law Professor 
Daniel Richman, and the re- 
porter was a scribe for the 
New York Times. Comey said 
he leaked the document “be- 
cause I thought that might 
prompt the appointment of a 
special counsel” — which it 
certainly did. Robert Muel- 
ler — a pal of Comey at the 
FBI and DOJ — was appointed as special counsel the day 
after the Times published the Comey-Richman leak, ginning 
up a fake public outcry for an investigation into “Russian col- 
lusion” and “obstruction.” But it wasn’t just a single leak. 
Senator Grassley found there were at least four Comey leaks 
and “that at least one memo the former FBI director gave 
Professor Richman contained classified information.” 

That’s not the whole of it. Comey minion and FBI deputy 
director Andrew McCabe admits that he also leaked to the press 
— with Comey’s knowledge and consent. 

So, let’s recap: James Comey leaked official FBI docu- 
ments, including classified material, to the press, on more 
than one occasion. He reputedly authorized a subordinate to 
also leak to the press. He lied under oath about the leaks. 
This is the same James Comey who went after Trump’s Na- 
tional Security Advisor General Michael Flynn for lying to 
the FBI about perfectly legal contacts with Russian officials. 
Comey’s leaking and lying could easily involve multiple 
felony offenses. So much for his ideas of “Truth, Lies and 
Leadership”! 

Despite his unctuous rectitude, Comey — in his book and 
his interviews — descends into the muck. He has repeatedly 
brought up parts of the infamous and anonymously sourced 
Trump-Russia “dossier” (financed by Hillary Clinton’s cam- 
paign and the Democratic National Committee) alleging that, 
years ago, Donald Trump engaged in obscene acts with Russian 
prostitutes in Moscow. During his Senate testimony, Comey 
characterized the dossier as “salacious and unverified,” yet he 
continues to salaciously reference it in order to advance his 
charge that President Trump is “morally unfit” to lead the na- 
tion. It is James Comey and the higher powers in the shadows 
to whom he is loyal that not only are morally unfit, but are an 
existential threat to our nation and our liberty. Hi 
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